
The Prince

Niccolo Machiavelli broke the mold when he wrote 
The Prince, an ostensibly traditional work in the style 
of books written for princes.  Written in the Italian 
vernacular for all to read, it speaks truth to pow-
er about power: the truth about how “things really 
work” in the sphere of power, politics, leadership and 
governance. Most advances in man’s progress occur 
when the thinkers of their time look at the world as 
it is and not as they might want it to be. It’s the dif-
ference between the declarative and the subjunctive 
modes – the difference between “this is this” and “the 

Author:  Niccolo Machiavelli (1469 - 1527) 
Translator: William K. Marriott 
Read by: Paul Adams 
Length: 5 hours 47 minutes
Format: MP3 CD in DVD case
Genre: Political Science

would, could, shoulds” of a fantasy land.  Princes obtain and retain power over 
their subjects using tactics with little or no consideration for ethics or the stric-
tures of the then dominant faith. And those who argue to the contrary will be the 
ones without power.  In saying so The Prince was and remains groundbreaking 
and subversive. And required reading for anyone active or interested in public life.

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB-1035 9.99

CD jacket CJ-1035 9.99

Paper sleeve CD-1035 4.99

Download DL-1035 4.99

  
The Essays of Francis Bacon

Francis Bacon thought of his Essays as “recreation of 
my other studies” in politics, law, natural philosophy, 
and science.  First published in 1597, the collection was 
expanded to 38 essays in 1612 and again in 1625 to 58 
essays under the title Essayes or Counsels, Civill and 
Morall.  The Essays have no logical sequence or theme 
(ironic for the man who brought method and organi-
zation to science) and find their topics in diverse areas, 
public and private. Bacon had a gift for making catchy 
phrases, and many expressions still in use are found first 
in The Essays. Although the treatments vary in style from 
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the unadorned to the epigrammatic, he invariably covers the topic at hand from all 
angles in a systematic and considered fashion.  They were well received and so well 
done that some have thought of Bacon as the originator of the essay form; they clear-
ly stand with the work of Aristotle and Montaigne and have stood the test of time.
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Leviathan

Thomas Hobbes’ Leviathan is a classic work of state-
craft and political philosophy on the order of The 
Prince. The book is divided into four parts. Part 1, Of 
Man, is a description of human nature, material and 
psychological, in which the state of nature is a war 
of all against all. Part 2, Of Common-wealth, articu-
lates the social contract that gives rise to an effective 
government and social order. Part 3, Of a Christian 
Common-wealth, delves into the problem of the rela-
tionship of church and state. Part 4, Of the Kingdom 
of Darkness, describes four causes of the “darkness 
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of ignorance”. While Hobbes advocates for an absolute monarchy on rational 
grounds, he also introduces aspects of the social contract now fundamental to lib-
eral political philosophy: the artificial nature of any political form, the right of the 
individual, the natural equality of all, the notion of political power as “representa-
tive” of the people and the corresponding need for the consent of those governed. 
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Utopia

Sir Thomas More invented the word “utopia” as a title 
for his fictional work of political philosophy by blend-
ing the Greek words meaning “no place”.  Raphael, 
a voyager, describes the customs observed during a 
journey to Utopia, a mythical island in the New World 
with representative government and no private prop-
erty. Meals are communal. Everyone wears the same 
clothes and works six hours a day. Men and women 
are equals. Each household has two slaves. There are 
no lawyers. Health care is free. Multiple religions are 
tolerated. Priests can marry, couples may divorce, but 
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premarital sex is punished and adulterers are enslaved.  Written in Latin and pub-
lished in 1516 in Belgium, the book was not published in England until after More’s 
death. Many of the concepts stand in opposition to his beliefs as a devout Catholic. 
Most see it as a satirical commentary on the evils of European society and an influ-
ence on later works such as Francis Bacon’s New Atlantis and Candide by Voltaire. 
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Martin Luther: Roots of the Reformation

This book collects four works by Martin Luther that 
sparked the Reformation. The Ninety-five Theses (1517) 
is a list of propositions intended for debate that ob-
jected to the practice of the church selling indulgences 
and created the schism that became the Reformation. 
To the Christian Nobility of the German Nation (1520) 
sets forth the radical doctrine that all baptized Chris-
tians are “priests” in the eyes of God and articulates the 
doctrine of two kingdoms of God, the secular world of 
things and action, and the world of the spirit, gospel 
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and grace.  On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church (1520) examines the seven 
sacraments of the Church and limits the true “divinely instituted” sacraments to 
Baptism, Eucharist, and Penance. On Christian Liberty (1520) justifies salvation by 
faith alone and the seeming paradox of Christians as fully forgiven children of God 
who nevertheless willingly serve God and their neighbors.  
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Thoughts on Art and Life

At age 55 Leonard da Vinci set out to organize his ideas 
from the thousands of pages of notebooks he had pro-
duced over an intensely productive lifetime.  He begins 
with “Begun at Florence in the house of Piero di Brac-
cio Martelli, on the 22nd day of March, 1508; and this 
is to be a collection without order, taken from many 
papers which I have copied here, hoping to arrange 
them later, each in its place, according to the various 
subjects treated.”  The result is Thoughts on Life and Art, 
a collection of thoughts made in simple, short state-
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ments. Many take on the character of an epigram, an axiom, perhaps a revelation. 
Others show a keen mind paring a subject down to its essence. Each idea seems 
described as it occurred to Leonardo in the instant of its conception. There 333 
entries in all, organized into three groups, Life, Art and Science.  It is a remark-
able digest of the workings of one of the greatest minds ever to grace the planet.
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Areopagitica, subtitled A speech of Mr. John Milton for the Liber-
ty of Unlicensed Printing, to the Parliament of England, is an ex-
tended essay written in 1644 by John Milton opposing licensing 
and censorship. It was published as a pamphlet at the height of the 
English Civil War on November 23 of that year, thus defying the 
Ordinance for the Regulation of Printing, which required authors 
to obtain a license from the government before the publication of 
any work.  Written in five parts, it follows the form of a Classical 
oration and takes its name in part from Areopagitikos, a speech by 
Athenian orator Isocrates in the 4th century BC delivered from 
the Areopagus, a hill in Athens where councils and tribunals met. 
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Areopagitica

Some believe it is also a reference to the defense given by St.Paul at the same Areopagus against 
charges of promoting foreign gods and false teachings, depicted in Acts 17:18-34. The issue was per-
sonal for Milton, as he had suffered censorship in his efforts to publish several tracts in defense of 
divorce, and his arguments are strengthened by his evident passion. Areopagitica is considered one 
of the most influential and important defenses of the principle of a right to freedom of speech and 
expression, as well as “the noblest and most extensive defense of freedom of the press in English”.
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Paradise Lost

In Paradise Lost, John Milton elevates the story of Adam 
and Eve into an epic poem in blank verse that is con-
sidered one of the greatest poems in the English lan-
guage.  First published in 1667 and modified in 1674, 
it draws on classical form by beginning in the middle 
of the story, invoking the muse and posing the epic 
question. The main characters are God, Adam and Eve, 
and Lucifer (or Satan), who takes center stage in a pow-
erful and sympathetic characterization that some have 
thought heroic. The subject matter, however, is quint-
essentially Christian. Milton’s theology here is subver-
sive and reflects his support for Puritan reformation 
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of the church and a parallel belief in the republican commonwealth that followed 
the English Civil War. The writer and critic Samuel Johnson wrote that Paradise 
Lost shows off Milton’s “peculiar power… of displaying the vast, illuminating the 
splendid, enforcing the awful, darkening the gloomy, and aggravating the dreadful.” 
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Meditations on First Philosophy

The Meditations on First Philosophy is a detailed presen-
tation of the metaphysical and philosophical systems 
of Descartes that became a fundamental document in 
the development of western thought and one of the 
most influential ever written. The book consists of six 
meditations in a narrative voice that suggests they had 
taken place in six days.  In the course of the narrative 
he attempts to discard belief in things which are not 
for certain and establish what can be known for sure. 
The product of two years of effort, it first appeared in 
Latin in 1641 and was translated into French as Média-
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tations Métaphysiques in 1647. The first two meditations, which used the skeptical 
method of doubt to conclude that only the ego and its thoughts are unquestion-
ably true, exerted a huge impact in the history of philosophy and are considered 
an indispensable first lesson in modern philosophical thinking.  The Meditations 
continues to be a standard text in most university philosophy departments.
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In 1654 Blaise Pascal had a religious experience that 
motivated him to turn his prodigious intelligence to 
the subjects of philosophy and theology.  He envi-
sioned a comprehensive work in defense of Christian-
ity often referred to as the Apology for the Christian 
Religion. Among the groundbreaking ideas put forth 
is that of “Pascal’s Wager”, which argues that people 
should live as if God exists, because if God does ex-
ist, one will experience only the small loss of some 
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Pensées

pleasure while achieving the bliss of heaven and avoiding the damnation of Hell. 
The work was incomplete at the time of his death, and the fragments of ideas and 
notes were gathered together in a collection and published in 1670 under the ti-
tle Pensées, or “thoughts”.  The work has become a classic work of theology and 
philosophy that many regard as the finest work of prose in the French language.  
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Don Quixote, Books 1 & 2

Don Quixote, fully titled The Ingenious Gentleman Don 
Quixote of La Mancha, follows the adventures of Alon-
so Quixano, an hidalgo who reads so many chivalric 
novels that he decides to set out to revive chivalry, 
under the name Don Quixote. He recruits a simple 
farmer, Sancho Panza, as his squire, who often employs 
a unique, earthly wit in dealing with Don Quixote’s 
orations on antiquated knighthood. He is met by the 
world as it is, initiating such themes as realism and 
literary representation. Published in two volumes, in 
1605 and 1615, Don Quixote is considered the most 
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influential work of literature in the entire Spanish literary canon. As a founding 
work of modern Western literature, it regularly appears high on lists of the great-
est works of fiction ever published. In a 2002 list, Don Quixote was cited as the 
“best literary work ever written”. It is also thought to be the best-selling book 
of all time, with estimated sales of 500 million copies since its first appearance.
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The Sonnets of William Shakespeare

“Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day? / Thou art 
more lovely and more temperate...” These lines from 
Shakespeare’s Sonnet 18 and many others that are 
quoted to this day come from The Sonnets, a collection 
of 154 poems written for a private readership and pub-
lished in 1609. The poems are about affairs of the heart 
and fall into two groups – lust for a dark complexioned 
married woman  (the “dark lady”) and a conflicted 
love for a young man (the “fair youth”). It is unclear 
if the subjects were real people or if the voice of the 
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author is that of Shakespeare himself.   The mystery is compounded by the ded-
ication of the 1609 edition to a “Mr W.H”, whose identity is unknown.  Whatever 
the particulars, it is universally agreed that The Sonnets are a “profound medita-
tion on the nature of love, sexual passion, procreation, death, and time.” William 
Wordsworth commented that “Shakespeare unlocked his heart” in the sonnets.
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The Compleat Angler, or, the Contemplative Man’s Recre-
ation is a unique classic work, a treatise that celebrates 
the art and spirit of fishing. The subtitle conveys its es-
sence well, as the material ranges from technical tips to 
quotations, anecdotes, poems, songs, turns of phrase and 
musings on the nature of creation. True to the spirit of 
the work, Walton revised the work through five editions 
in the twenty-five years following its initial publication in 
1653, during which time it grew from thirteen to twen-
ty-one chapters. Originally structured with two speakers, 
Piscator and Venator, later editions added new compan-
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The Compleat Angler

ions who each discoursed on the aspects of his favorite pastime. Walton was a reput-
ed master in the use of worms, frogs, and grasshoppers for bait fishing, but turned to 
humorist and retired cook Thomas Barker for the fly fishing section, which was added 
to and completed by his friend Charles Cotton in later editions. The book was thus 
a living thing, and developed much the way a blog might evolve in the present day.
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We all die, sooner or later. We all know it, and we wonder 
when, where, and how it may happen. and yet we go to extraor-
dinary lengths to put the thought of it out of our minds. We 
hesitate to bring it up in conversations. Montaigne, who … 
essay, addressed this issue head on in “To Study Philosophy is 
to Learn to Die.” It is perhaps his best-known essay, a kind of 
summation of his philosophy, and considered his most stoic. 
There are three main themes: first, do not forget that we all 
die, including you; second, there’s no reason to be afraid or to 
worry; third, be ready when the time comes, as it inevitably 
will.  Keeping death in mind, he argues, diminishes the shock 
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To Study Philosophy is to Learn to Die

The essay contains numerous quotes in Latin from the ancients that reinforce his ideas. 
These are followed by an English translation and citation of the source in the original.
Here we offer two versions of the reading, one with the full Lat-
in and English quotes and citations, and another with the English quote only.
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At the age of 38, Michel de Montaigne retired and set 
out to record “some traits of my character and of my 
humours” with the utmost candor and honesty. He 
warned that “I am myself the matter of the book; you 
would be unreasonable to suspend your leisure on 
so frivolous and vain a subject”. In the following nine 
years he developed a new form of writing that took the 
reader on a journey of exploration of various ideas and 
topics, not to educate or prove a point, but to exam-
ine the matter at hand from all sides with a keen and 
skeptical eye. Relating personal anecdotes, stream of 
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The Complete Essays of Michel de Montaigne

conscious, rhetoric, and often citing Plutarch and Lucretius, we see a lucid, prac-
tical, ironic mind at work, often finding that reality is greater than our ability to 
comprehend it.   The collection consists of 107 essays in three books. The first col-
lection was published in 1580. Montaigne kept adding and revising for the rest of 
his life. Book 2 appeared in 1588. Book 3 was published posthumously in 1595.  
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“The Mask of the Red Death” (1842) is an allegori-
cal short story in the Gothic horror vein. In the 15th 
century an unidentified country is infected with a 
contagion known as the Red Death. Half the popu-
lation has succumbed to a quick, gory, and painful 
death. Prospero, the prince, invites a thousand of 
his subjects to revel with him in a palace in a seclud-
ed abbey designed with seven rooms arranged east 
to west. Each of the rooms are decorated in a mono-
chromatic color scheme and lit only by a brazier 
in the hallway which casts light through a stained-
glass window. The westernmost room is decorated 
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The Masque of the Red Death

in black and contains a large clock that strikes heavily on the hour with a tone 
that stops the musicians and the dancers. As the midnight hour approaches 
a tall figure enters wearing a funeral shroud and a mask resembling the coun-
tenance of a corpse. All are terrified; some seek to fend off the intruder, to no 
avail. They discover there is nothing beneath his robes and mask.  And then…
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1507 - Thoughts on Life and Art
1516 - Utopia 
1517 - The Ninety-Five Theses
1520 - To the Christian Nobility of   
 the German Nation
 On the Babylonian Captivity  
 of the Church
 On Christian Liberty
1580 - Essays of Montaigne Book 1
1588 - Essays of Montaigne Book 2
1595 - Essays of Montaigne Book 3
1595 - Romeo and Juliet
1595 - A Midsummer Night’s Dream
1597 - Bacon Essays
1599-1601 - Hamlet

The 1500’s
1603 - King Lear
1605 - Don Quixote Book 1
1606 - Macbeth
1609 - Shakespeare 
 Sonnets
1610 - The Tempest
1615 - Don Quixote Book 2
1625 - Bacon Essays 
1641 - Meditations on First   
 Philosophy 
1644 - Areopagitica
1651 - Leviathan

1653 - Compleat Angler 
1662 - The School for Wives
1664 - Tartuffe
1666 - The Misanthrope
1667 - Paradise Lost
1668 - The Miser
1670 - Pensees
1670 - The Bourgeois 
 Gentleman
1673 - The Imaginary Invalid

The 1600’s
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