
Don Quixote, Books 1 & 2

Don Quixote, fully titled The Ingenious Gentleman 
Don Quixote of La Mancha, follows the adventures 
of Alonso Quixano, an hidalgo who reads so many 
chivalric novels that he decides to set out to revive 
chivalry, under the name Don Quixote. He recruits a 
simple farmer, Sancho Panza, as his squire, who often 
employs a unique, earthly wit in dealing with Don 
Quixote’s orations on antiquated knighthood. He 
is met by the world as it is, initiating such themes as 
realism and literary representation. Published in two 
volumes, in 1605 and 1615, Don Quixote is considered 
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the most influential work of literature in the entire Spanish literary canon. As a 
founding work of modern Western literature, it regularly appears high on lists of 
the greatest works of fiction ever published. In a 2002 list, Don Quixote was cited as 
the “best literary work ever written”. It is also thought to be the best-selling book 
of all time, with estimated sales of 500 million copies since its first appearance.
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Gulliver’s Travels

George Orwell called Gulliver’s Travels one of the six 
essential works in all literature.  A  parody of the travel-
er’s tale genre popular at the time exemplified by Rob-
inson Crusoe, the book recounts four voyages in which 
the naïve Gulliver is taken by accidents to strange and 
foreign lands.  He first finds himself a giant among tiny 
people, then a tiny person among giants. He is rescued 
by a flying island of feckless rationalists pursuing absurd 
projects, then classed with hideous humanoid Yahoos 
by the noble equine race of idealists the Houyhnhnms. 
Cast out by fate again and again, the once adventurous 
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and optimistic Gulliver returns to England a misanthropic recluse, choosing to 
spend his time at the stables instead of society.  A biting satire on human nature, 
Gulliver’s Travels was an instant hit when it appeared. It was published anony-
mously and changes were made to avoid censure by the government. The pub-
lisher used five printers to keep up with demand, which sold out in its first week. 
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The Swiss Family Robinson

The Swiss Family Robinson is a story about a Swiss fam-
ily shipwrecked in the East Indies en route to Australia.  
Modeled on Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe, the adventures 
teach moral lessons in self-reliance, the natural world 
and the values of frugality, cooperation, husbandry 
and civilization.  The book is shaped in roughly three 
parts.  The first tells of the ship running aground, the 
crew abandoning the family, and their actions to rescue 
materials and establish a homestead on the island.  In 
the second section they build a tree house, discover un-
usual plants and animals, and build mechanical devic-
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es.  In the third section they sail around the island, discover another European fam-
ily hiding from pirates and set the stage for their re-entry into the outside world. 
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Robinson Crusoe

Robinson Crusoe (1719) is a fictional autobiography that 
tells the story of an English plantation who is ship-
wrecked off the coast of South America and marooned 
on an island for 28 years.  He salvages tools and sup-
plies sufficient to build a dwelling, reads the Bible, 
encounters native cannibals and manages to free and 
adopt one of the captives as a companion, dubbed Fri-
day. He and Friday eventually defeat the natives, and 
Crusoe returns to England by way of Portugal and 
Spain.  Robinson Crusoe was the first novel to appear in 
English and was based in part on a memoir by a Scot-
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tish seaman who had been similarly marooned. Defoe used the plot as a framework 
and added fantastic and humorous events that give the story much of its appeal. 
Told in a straightforward style laced with wit and irony, it dug deep into the mind 
of the character, highly original at the time. The book became an instant hit, go-
ing hrough four editions in the first year, and has remained a bestseller ever since.
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In 1886, after writing poetry exclusively for 30 years, 
Herman Melville began work on a story about a hand-
some young sailor who is falsely accused of mutiny. His 
accuser is master at arms John Claggart, who envies Billy 
and is described “possessing a natural depravity”. Upon 
learning of the charges, ship’s captain Vere summons 
the two to his cabin. When Claggart states his case, Bil-
ly, who stutters, cannot respond, and strikes Claggart 
dead. The captain recognizes that Billy is morally in-
nocent, yet he is duty-bound to conduct court-martial 
proceedings. Melville labored over the story for five 
years, which was unfinished at the time of his death. 
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Billy Budd, Sailor

His widow discovered the manuscript in a chaotic state, attempted to organize the 
multiple drafts into a coherent storyline, but ended up stashing the manuscript in 
a box. It was discovered in 1919 by a Columbia professor researching a biography 
of Melville. Billy Budd was finally published in 1924 and hailed as a masterpiece.
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Moby-Dick is an epic sea adventure told by Ishmael, 
the sole survivor of the Pequod, a sunken whaling 
ship driven to ruin by its captain’s monomaniacal 
obsession to hunt and destroy a white sperm whale, 
Moby Dick. Ahab is driven to seek revenge on the 
ferocious whale that destroyed his ship and severed 
his leg on a previous voyage. The opening line, 
“Call me Ishmael” is among the most famous in all 
literature. The narrative was radical at the time for 
its use of a variety of styles, topics and techniques 
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Moby Dick, or, The Whale

that prefigured Modernism with its enormous scope and kaleidoscope of 
forms.  Topics range from the techniques of whaling to life aboard ship to 
explorations of class and status, good and evil, and the nature of God. It is 
now regarded as a seminal work on the American themes of religion, fate, 
and economic growth and opportunity as well as a radical experiment.
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The Hunchback of Notre Dame

Hunchbacks. We stare. We shudder. We think: the 
poor guy. Glad that’s not me. Whether we’ve read or 
seen The Hunchback of Notre Dame, the image of the 
“monster with a good heart” is a window on a life not 
tethered to status or power. Victor Hugo liked to turn 
the world on its head. Appearance ultimately misleads. 
Things aren’t what they seem. Good turns out to be 
bad. Bad turns out to be good. On another level Hugo 
posits the inevitable conflict between the order im-
posed from above to placate an angry God, with its con-
comitant benefits of power and position, versus those 
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troublesome urges within that are the very flowering of life itself. Imagine a God 
who doesn’t need an army of arrogant men to keep the rabble in check. Here he 
doesn’t. Here, it’s the monstrous Quasimodo who elevates lust to love, who shows 
that allowing the human to be human will yield an order that needs no church 
or state. Love is holy, the substance of our best selves, no matter the appearance.   

Published in 1880, Ben-Hur: A Tale of the Christ be-
came the best-selling American novel of all time until 
surpassed by Gone with the Wind in 1936.  Set at the 
time Christ, the story’s eight books tell the life story of 
Judah Ben-Hur, a Jewish prince from Jerusalem.  His 
story intersects with that of Jesus, who is about the 
same age and from the same area. As we begin Judah 
is falsely accused of a crime and enslaved on a Roman 
galley. In battle Judah saves the life of the vessel’s com-
mander, who adopts and frees him. He trains to be a 
soldier and becomes a charioteer. The centerpiece of 
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Ben-Hur: A Tale of the Christ 

the book is a chariot race between Judah and Massala, a childhood friend and rival. 
After his victory, Judah returns to Jerusalem and becomes a devoted follower of 
Christ. Ben-Hur has been called “the most influential Christian book of the 19th 
century.  The 1959 film starring Charleton Heston was the most expensive film 
ever made at the time and one of the most successful, winning 11 Academy Awards
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Around the World in Eighty Days chronicles the attempt 
of an English gentleman and his French valet to circum-
navigate the globe in 80 days in order to win a £20,000 
wager.  Englishman Phileas Fogg, who is rich, solitary, 
and a creature of habits, develops an itinerary that takes 
him around the world by rail and steamship through 
Egypt, India, Hong Kong, Japan, and across the United 
States, departing October 2, 1872 and returning to Lon-
don 80 days later.  Needless to say, things don’t always 
go as planned. Mishaps, wrong turns, bad information, 
missed connections, kidnapping, hurricanes, and the 
International Date Line all figure in the tension to make 
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the deadline. The book appeared in 1873, just after the opening of the Suez Canal, 
the linking of the Indian railway system, and the completion of the Transcontinen-
tal Railroad in America. It is very much a portrait of the British Empire just before 
its peak, “on which the sun never sets”, and is Verne’s most popular in English. 
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Twenty Thousand Leagues Under The Sea

Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea (1869) chron-
icles a 69,000 mile voyage through the world’s oceans 
in the submersible ship Nautilus, the sixth in a series 
of fifty-four written by Jules Verne between 1863 and 
1905.  Noted reviewer Gary Westfahl remarks that it 
is refreshing to read “truly scientific, prophetic sci-
ence-fiction with the full accent on science”, not ”the 
weird or fantastic type which mistakenly masquerades 
under the name of science-fiction today.” The messag-
es of today’s popular sci-fi apocalyptic scenarios spell 
doomsday for mankind or, at best, a dystopian night-
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mare.  Missing in current trends of anti-science craziness, snide social commen-
tary, and reworked mythology is the wondrous anticipation that science and its 
potential for bettering the human condition once held. Twenty Thousand Leagues 
points back to the traditional values of honesty, courage, virtue, honor, and hope 
that a scientifically empowered mankind will require to realize its noblest dreams.
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The Count of Monte Cristo

Alexandre Dumas’s The Count of Monte Cristo has re-
mained familiar to the reading public due to several 
film adaptations of the complex story, and to the time-
less tropes that speak deeply to the human condition. 
A man is unjustly imprisoned and loses years of his life. 
On the verge of suicide, he meets a fellow inmate, a kind 
and elderly priest, also unjustly imprisoned. The priest 
teaches him many things, dies, and the young man, now 
fourteen years older, sews himself into the dead man’s 
shroud and is tossed into the sea. He’s rescued by smug-
glers, only to return to the land of living, with wealth 
and title, empowered to do as he will with those who’d 
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caused him such devastating harm. The themes of vengeance and forgiveness then 
struggle for primacy.  In the nineteenth century books, the primary source of enter-
tainment, were purchased “by the pound,” which is to say audiences appreciated lon-
ger and more complex plots. Dumas, in The Count of Monte Cristo, did not disappoint.      
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The Three Musketeers

The Three Musketeers recounts the adventures of d’Art-
agnan, a young nobleman from Gascony who leaves 
home to join the royal Musketeers of the Guard in Par-
is. Initially rebuffed, he turns an adversarial encounter 
with the three musketeers of the title into an enduring 
alliance when the guards of the King’s rival Cardinal 
Richelieu attempt to apprehend them for illegal duel-
ing and he helps fend them off. He joins the company 
and becomes entangled in the affairs of the court and 
state. Set between the years 1625–1628, the relation-
ship between King Louis XIII and the conniving Cardi-
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nal Richelieu provides much of the action and features the characters of Richelieu 
agent Le Comte de Rochefort and spy Milady de Winter, one of the best female vil-
lains ever created. The conflict between the Catholics and Protestants figures heav-
ily as well. The Three Musketeers was published in 1844 and followed by two sequels. 
It has been adapted many times for stage, film, television, comic books and games. 
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Heart of Darkness

Heart of Darkness tells a story of a journey taken by 
Marlow, the narrator, up the Congo River into the 
heart of Africa in search of an ivory trader named 
Kurtz. Things are seldom as they should be. The 
first station he visits is a scene of brutal devastation. 
The steamboat he is to pilot is wrecked and takes 
months to repair. The company personnel are lazy 
and self-serving. After two months journey he ar-
rives and learns that Kurtz is worshiped by the na-
tives, is very ill, and is probably insane. He gets Kurtz 
aboard against his will for the perilous return jour-
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ney and returns to Europe disillusioned and skeptical of humanity’s attempts 
to achieve civilization. Conrad was among the first to expose the pretens-
es of civilized people and question the behavior of imperialist and colonial
 powers. Its impact was quick and deep. Modern Library ranks Heart of Dark-
ness at number 67 on its list of the 100 Best Novels of the Twentieth Century.  
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Treasure Island (1883) is the original adventure sto-
ry about pirates and buried treasure.  It was original-
ly serialized under the pseudonym Captain George 
North before publication in book form.  The story is 
set in the mid-18th century and narrated by young Jim 
Hawkins, the young son of the owners of the Admiral 
Benbow Inn in a seaside village in southwest England.  
It opens with the arrival of a drunken seaman by the 
name of Bones, the former first mate of a notorious 
pirate Captain Flint sought by fellow pirates for infor-
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Treasure Island

mation about buried treasure.  The pirates arrive and confront Bones, who drops 
dead. The pirates are routed by customs men. Jim enlists comrades to hire a ship and 
crew and set out to discover the treasure themselves.  The story unfolds with unsa-
vory characters and lively plot twists, with no small amount of treachery and betrayal 
along the way, before culminating with the return of Jim and company to England.   
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The Prince and the Pauper (1881) was Mark Twain’s 
first attempt at historical fiction and a success 
with the public and critics alike. Two boys from 
very different backgrounds exchange places be-
cause of their identical physical resemblance and 
experience the kind of lives they never would 
have known otherwise. Tom Canty is a pauper 
and Prince Edward is the only son of Henry VIII 
and heir to the throne of England. The story takes 
place in 1547 London when the Tudors ruled and 
excesses at court and within the judicial system 
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called out for reform and moderation. Prince Edward’s time with Canty 
teaches the future king about the gritty underside of London, the stress of 
poverty, and the punitive system that tortures and executes in the name of 
justice. Tom’s experience is no less enlightening as he is called upon to me-
diate claims and then to take the reins of a grand and powerful kingdom. 
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A Connecticut Yankee In King Arthur’s Court

A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court (1889) 
is a comic satire that chronicles the adventures of 
Hank Morgan, an engineer living in 19th centu-
ry Hartford, who gets knocked out and wakes up 
in medieval England during the time of King Ar-
thur.  He is brought to court and becomes an insider 
thought to possess more powerful wizardry than the 
jealous Merlin. Hank soon industrializes the coun-
try, educates the peasantry, and outwits the ruling 
class to become the effective leader of Camelot. He 
and a small cadre defend against a Catholic revolt 
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of 30,000 knights, only to be trapped in a cave by a mountain of carnage. With 
plots and gags worthy of Mel Brooks or the Marx Brothers, Twain deflates the 
romantic notions of chivalry and pretentions of caste that he saw in the char-
acter of the Old South that, in turn, helped foster the tragedy of the Civil War. 
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The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

Tom Sawyer is an All-American Boy living in a time 
when America is still young and unencumbered by 
the complexities of modern life. He’s in sync with 
the country about him, as the country about him is 
in sync with itself. The result is a portrayal of those 
halcyon days when we ran fast and wild and free to-
ward a wide, infinite horizon. Tom’s adventures make 
up a wonderful novel, a classic, in love with youth 
and its courage, curiosity, wisdom, humor, foibles, 
energy and optimism. When was the last time any-
one convinced anyone to white-wash a fence and 
then pay for the privilege? It’s the kind of “clever” 
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people admire even as they shake their heads with the set-up and the fall-out. 
Tom Sawyer, an embodiment of Whitman’s vision, an American boy, given to 
hooky, adventure and those first tugs on the heartstrings, reminds us that ev-
eryone lives several lives when they’re young, when everything is possible. 
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Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Huckleberry Finn captures a time when most Americans 
lived on farms and worked the land. We were on it, 
immersed in it, tied to it, and when we traversed it 
we did so on foot, on horseback, by carriage, and by 
way of great rivers. Nature gave us our sense of place 
and identity. This was nowhere more true than in the 
lives of young’uns like Huck Finn, a motherless boy 
with a violent drunkard for a father. Huck’s a boy 
of the earth and its rivers. He’s a survivor and nature 
sustains him. He thumbs his nose at respectability 
the way nature thumbs its nose at the affectations 
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of city life. Considered by many to be the great American novel, Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn, which Twain described as a “hymn to boyhood”, is one of the 
rarest of literary accomplishments. It’s a masterpiece wrapped in the folds of a 
good yarn, a story that’s captivated young and old alike for over a hundred years.  
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White Fang is a sequel and companion novel to The Call 
of Wild and a thematic mirror.  Where the first book dealt 
with a domesticated dog embracing his wildness, here a 
hybrid wolf-dog born gradually overcomes harsh “sur-
vival of the fittest” circumstances. White Fang is the only 
survivor in his litter of five; the others die of hunger. His 
father is killed trying to steal food; his mother, Kiche, is 
seriously injured.  The two meet a Native American who 
adopts the two, but White Fang is persecuted by the oth-
er dogs and his mother is sold off.  He grows up a callous, 
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White Fang

savage, solitary, and deadly fighter. At age five Grey Beaver sells him to an evil dog-fight-
er, where he defeats all comers until he is nearly brought down by a bulldog. He is 
rescued by a rich, young gold-hunter, who slowly tames him and brings him home to 
California from the Yukon, where he settles into a tranquil existence. The book was 
an immediate worldwide success on release in 1906 and has been popular ever since.  
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The hero of The Call of the Wild is a large St. Ber-
nard-Scotch Collie named Buck, who is stolen from 
his home in California and shipped first to Seattle, 
then to the Klondike region of Canada.  He learns to 
survive the cold winter nights and the vagaries of the 
pack society of dogs. He suffers a series of abusive 
owners before being adopted by outdoorsman John 
Thornton. The two become inseparable, with Buck 
saving Thornton from drowning, winning tests of 
strength and courage, and eventually avenging Thorn-
ton’s death. Told in the simplest manner, the tale com-
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bines a chronicle of a reversion to the primitive struggle of the survival of the fit-
test with a theme of love and redemption. The story is set in the Klondike during 
the Gold Rush of the 1890’s and was enormously popular when it was released in 
1903, first serialized in The Saturday Evening Post and then in book form a month later.  
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Through the Looking-Glass, and What Alice Found There

Through the Looking-Glass, and What Alice Found 
There (1871) is the sequel to Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland. As before, Alice enters an alternative re-
ality, this time through the looking-glass hung over 
the fireplace.  The book’s themes, settings and events 
are a mirror image to those of Wonderland. Set in-
doors on a wintry night where time runs backwards, 
the Looking-Glass world is based on a game of chess, 
divided by brooks and streams like squares on a chess-
board.  The plot follows the path of a chess game:  the 
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Red Queen offers to make Alice a queen if she can advance to the eighth row. In 
her journey to this end she has unusual encounters and eventually she is crowned 
queen. The victory party disintegrates into chaos, prompting Alice to shake the Red 
Queen violently. Game over – the Red Queen has been captured. Alice awakes, 
and the story ends with speculation that everything may have been a dream. 

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB-1088 9.99

CD jacket CJ-1088 9.99

Paper sleeve CD-1088 4.99

Download DL-1088 4.99

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (1865) tells the story 
of a young girl named Alice who falls down a rabbit hole 
and lands in a fantasy world populated by talking white 
rabbits, Cheshire cats, caterpillars, and mice, as well as a 
pack of cards behaving as a mad queen and her entourage.  
Alice undergoes all manner of strange encounters and ex-
periences, culminating in a trial for the theft of the Queen’s 
tarts, before being awakened by her sister and returned to 
the real world.  The novel is an outgrowth of stories told 
by the author on an afternoon outing in 1862 with Hen-

Author:  Lewis Carroll (1832-1898) 
Read by: Multiple readers 
Length: 2 hours 38 minutes
Format: MP3 CD
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ry Liddell and his three daughters. Alice Liddell was so charmed by the stories that 
she urged Carroll to write them down.  The novel is memorable for playing hard and 
fast with logic, which has charmed adults as well as children. Alice is perhaps the best-
known example of literary nonsense fiction and helped give rise to the fantasy genre.   
Its characters, imagery, and narrative have become embedded in popular culture. 
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DVD case DB-1002 9.99

CD jacket CJ-1002 9.99

Paper sleeve CD-1002 4.99

Download DL-1002 4.99

Tarzan of the Apes

Tarzan, first introduced in Tarzan of the Apes, is prob-
ably the best known and most enduring example of 
the noble savage has been a stock literary character 
in the last 100 years.  He is John Clayton, Viscount 
Greystroke, the young son of a British lord and lady 
who die while marooned on the coast of West Africa. 
The boy is adopted and raised by a tribe of Great Apes 
and reverts to a feral state of nature.  Twenty years lat-
er he meets and falls in love with a young American 
woman, Jane Porter, who is identically marooned. The 
relationship awakens his human characteristics and 
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begins his path back to civilization, which he experiences with mixed feelings. 
The original Tarzan combines the best of both worlds: he is athletic, attractive, 
emotionally intelligent, ethical, generous and gracious.  The story was immense-
ly popular when it first appeared in 1912 and spawned 25 sequels by Burroughs 
as well as numerous adaptations, most recently the 2016 film The Legend of Tarzan.

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB-1196 9.99

CD jacket CJ-1196 9.99

Paper sleeve CD-1196 4.99

Download DL-1196 4.99

Peter Pan

No character better personifies the fascination with 
eternal youth than Peter Pan.  Peter is the archetypical 
adolescent boy: self-centered, boastful, careless, fearless, 
nonchalant and forgetful.  He is also a born leader and 
highly skilled: he can fly, he can fight; he can do just about 
anything. Peter, who had flown away from his parents 
when he was a baby, is caught listening to bedtime stories 
at the window of Wendy Darling and loses his shadow 
trying to escape.  Wendy re-attaches the shadow when he 
returns to claim it. He invites her to Neverland to mother 

Author:  J. M. Barrie (1860 - 1937)
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Length:  5 hours and 2 minutes
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Genre: Children’s Fiction

his tribe of Lost Boys. There they experience the adventures that introduce us to the 
characters that have become well known: Tinkerbell, Tiger Lily, Captain Hook, The 
Crocodile, and others.  George Bernard Shaw described the 1904 stage play as “os-
tensibly a holiday entertainment for children but really a play for grown-up people.” 
The work has spawned numerous adaptations, most notably the 1953 Disney film. 

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB-1192 9.99

CD jacket CJ-1192 9.99

Paper sleeve CD-1192 4.99

Download DL-1192 4.99
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