
Set in Salem, Massachusetts in the mid-19th cen-
tury, The House of the Seven Gables traces the history 
of a haunted mansion belonging to the Pyncheon 
family built on land seized from Matthew Maule 
in the 1600’s after Colonel Pyncheon accused and 
convicted Maule of witchcraft.  Maule laid a curse 
on the family at his execution, resulting first in the 
untimely death of the Colonel at the housewarming 
festivities.   Over the long years events follow a fate 
set by character, the evil are punished, and the righ-
teous are rewarded and released from the curse.  The 
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Format: MP3 CD in DVD case
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House of the Seven Gables was the follow up to Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter and 
sold out four printings in its first year.  His treatment of generational guilt, ret-
ribution, and atonement has been an inspiration for many over the years.     

The House of the Seven Gables
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During his teenage years Benjamin Franklin worked 
as an apprentice printer at his older brother’s printing 
shop in Boston. The New England Courant newspaper 
was printed in the shop. Franklin submitted numer-
ous pieces for publication, all of which were rejected. 
At age 16 he created the persona of Silence Dogood, 
a middle-aged widow, to write and submit letters to 
the editor. Every two weeks he left a letter under the 
door of the shop from Mrs. Dogood. The letters were 
intended as amusements and poked fun at aspects of 
life in young colonial America. They were published 
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The Silence Dogood Letters 

in the Courant and became very popular. A total of 14 letters were published 
in 1722. Some men even tendered marriage proposals to Mrs. Dogood upon 
learning of her widowhood. When his brother James discovered that the let-
ters had been written by his younger brother, Benjamin was forced to leave his 
apprenticeship without permission and promptly absconded to Philadelphia. 
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The Scarlet Letter, considered Hawthorne’s finest nov-
el, examines the psychological turmoil resulting from 
the sin of adultery committed by Hester Prynne and an 
unnamed lover in Puritan Boston.  Hester is publicly 
shamed and forced to wear a scarlet letter “A” on her 
dress to symbolize her adultery. The father, Reverend 
Dimmesdale, is consumed with guilt, reflected in his 
failing health.  Her husband, Roger Chillingworth, 
insists she keep their relationship secret and seeks 
revenge.  The pressures of secrecy, guilt, and revenge 
intensify until Hester forces a resolution, which leads 
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The Scarlet Letter

to a dramatic conclusion. In a final irony, although her crime has been largely for-
gotten, she continues to wear the letter, while Dimmesdale’s dying confession is 
largely ignored. One of the first mass-produced books in America, the book be-
came an instant best-seller. The depth of its treatment of universal themes assures 
it will remain a classic for as long as mankind struggles with sin and redemption.
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In 1886, after writing poetry exclusively for 30 years, 
Herman Melville began work on a story about a hand-
some young sailor who is falsely accused of mutiny. His 
accuser is master at arms John Claggart, who envies Billy 
and is described “possessing a natural depravity”. Upon 
learning of the charges, ship’s captain Vere summons 
the two to his cabin. When Claggart states his case, Bil-
ly, who stutters, cannot respond, and strikes Claggart 
dead. The captain recognizes that Billy is morally in-
nocent, yet he is duty-bound to conduct court-martial 
proceedings. Melville labored over the story for five 
years, which was unfinished at the time of his death. 
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Billy Budd, Sailor

His widow discovered the manuscript in a chaotic state, attempted to organize the 
multiple drafts into a coherent storyline, but ended up stashing the manuscript in 
a box. It was discovered in 1919 by a Columbia professor researching a biography 
of Melville. Billy Budd was finally published in 1924 and hailed as a masterpiece.
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Moby-Dick is an epic sea adventure told by Ishmael, 
the sole survivor of the Pequod, a sunken whaling ship 
driven to ruin by its captain’s monomaniacal obsession 
to hunt and destroy a white sperm whale, Moby Dick. 
Ahab is driven to seek revenge on the ferocious whale 
that destroyed his ship and severed his leg on a pre-
vious voyage. The opening line, “Call me Ishmael” is 
among the most famous in all literature. The narrative 
was radical at the time for its use of a variety of styles, 
topics and techniques that prefigured Modernism with 
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Moby Dick, or, The Whale

its enormous scope and kaleidoscope of forms.  Topics range from the techniques 
of whaling to life aboard ship to explorations of class and status, good and evil, and 
the nature of God. It is now regarded as a seminal work on the American themes of 
religion, fate, and economic growth and opportunity as well as a radical experiment.
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The famous quote, “it is a riddle, wrapped in a mystery, 
inside an enigma”, could easily describe the baffling be-
havior of the title character of Melville’s Bartleby, the 
Scrivener: A Story of Wall Street. Engaged to help with 
a surge in business at a law firm, Bartleby performs 
admirably until one day he declines to proofread a 
document with the statement “I would prefer not to”.  
He refuses more assignments and spends long periods 
staring out the window at a brick wall. The narrator, 
his employer attempts to reason with him, to no avail.  
Soon Bartleby is living at the office. Too timid to evict 
him, the narrator moves the office.  The new tenants 
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Bartleby, the Scrivener: A Story of Wall Street

soon ask for help in removing Bartleby, who by now sits on the steps all day and 
sleeps in the doorway at night.  Before long he is removed and tossed in prison, 
where he “prefers not to” eat and dies of starvation. While no one is quite sure what 
it all means, they agree that the story is the masterpiece of Melville’s shorter works.
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The Awakening

One of the first American novels that focused on 
women’s issues, The Awakening is now seen as a 
landmark feminist work.  Set in New Orleans and 
the Gulf Coast at the end of the 19th century, it is 
the story of Edna Pontelier, wife of a New Orleans 
businessman and mother of two sons who strug-
gles to manage her family duties with her desire to 
be true to her emotions, which lead her fall in love 
outside her marriage and live apart from her family 
for a time. The book met with a mixed response due 
to its ruthlessly honest treatment of issues usually 
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swept under the rug. The psychological insight, social commentary and realistic 
narrative now mark it as an important link the development of American mod-
ernism. Critics rank the book alongside her contemporaries Edith Wharton 
and Henry James and among the first of the works in the Southern tradition of 
William Faulkner, Eudora Welty, Flannery O’Connnor, and Tennessee Williams.  
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Looking Backward: 2000 - 1887

During the upheavals of the late 1800’s the notion of 
a better social order found expression in utopian nov-
els.  By far the most popular was Looking Backward: 
2000 – 1887, which gained enormous popularity in 
1888.  Julian West, a young Bostonian, enters a deep 
sleep in 1887 and awakens in the year 2000 to a radi-
cally changed world. He finds a guide who explains the 
rationale behind such realities as collective property, 
equal income distribution, fewer hours for harder jobs, 
retirement at age 45 and free food.  Certain innovations 
have occurred that we readily recognize: consumer co-
operatives, credit cards, and a “cable telephone”. Civil 
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Format: MP3 CD in DVD case
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litigation has all but disappeared and crime is treated as a primarily medical issue. 
The popularity of the book spawned a movement called “nationalism” and 162 
“Bellamy Clubs” organized to discuss and spread the ideas.  The book was the third 
largest best-seller of its time, surpassed only by Uncle Tom’s Cabin and Ben-Hur. 
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Democracy: an American Novel is one of the first nov-
els about political power. Published anonymously 
in 1880, it was only after Henry Adams’ death in 
1918 that he was revealed as the author. Madeleine 
Lee, a wealthy New York widow attracted to power, 
moves to Washington and establishes a popular sa-
lon. She is courted by two suitors, one an honorable 
gentleman, the other an ambitious and conniving 
politician who ends up in the president’s cabinet. 
The president is naïve, incompetent and corrupt. 
Intrigues, machinations, and deceit abound, pos-
ing conundrums of political necessity, compromise 
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Democracy: An American Novel

and corruption.  We hear witty conversations expounding the prevailing views 
on the topics of the times – suffrage, communism, Darwinism, and the destiny 
of the republic. The book was the source for Democracy: an American Come-
dy, a 2005 opera, is easily seen as an influence on the Empire series of political 
novels by Gore Vidal, and seems surprisingly contemporary in the present day.
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Published in 1880, Ben-Hur: A Tale of the Christ be-
came the best-selling American novel of all time until 
surpassed by Gone with the Wind in 1936.  Set at the 
time Christ, the story’s eight books tell the life story of 
Judah Ben-Hur, a Jewish prince from Jerusalem.  His 
story intersects with that of Jesus, who is about the 
same age and from the same area. As we begin Judah 
is falsely accused of a crime and enslaved on a Roman 
galley. In battle Judah saves the life of the vessel’s com-
mander, who adopts and frees him. He trains to be a 
soldier and becomes a charioteer. The centerpiece of 
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Ben-Hur: A Tale of the Christ 

the book is a chariot race between Judah and Massala, a childhood friend and rival. 
After his victory, Judah returns to Jerusalem and becomes a devoted follower of 
Christ. Ben-Hur has been called “the most influential Christian book of the 19th 
century.  The 1959 film starring Charleton Heston was the most expensive film ever 
made at the time and one of the most successful, winning 11 Academy Awards.
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Little Women

who asked her to write a book about girls that would have widespread appeal, and 
was published in two volumes. The first became an immediate commercial and 
critical hit in 1868 and prompted Alcott to quickly write a sequel, which appeared 
in 1869.  The two were combined as a single volume in 1880 as Little Women.  

Little Women follows the lives of the four sisters as 
they grow from childhood through their teen years 
into womanhood. Based loosely on the lives of author 
Louisa May Alcott and her three sisters, the four sis-
ters each embody aspects of the “All-American girl”. In 
weaving together the stories of the girls’ growth and 
engagement with the world Alcott created a new kind 
of literature that combined elements of children’s fic-
tion with others from more mature sentimental novels 
and showed how women’s lives were built around three 
main themes: domestic life, endless work, and the na-
ture of love.  It was written at request of her publisher, 
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“So, this is the little lady who started this great war” 
Abraham Lincoln reportedly said on meeting Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, the most 
popular and best-selling novel of the 19th Century. 
When Stowe’s novel was published in 1852, the North 
and the South stood at loggerheads; the institution 
of slavery provoked extreme reactions on both sides. 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin made an abstract concept very real 
for millions of readers. As readers delved into the lives 
of Uncle Tom, Eliza and Eva, the grave sin of slavery 
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Uncle Tom’s Cabin

ceased to be an abstract concept. The characters, the crime, the suffering and the 
call to action became more than a story.  In the minds of millions, slaves ceased to 
be property and became people, fully human, created and loved by God. Slavery 
became an institution to be abhorred and banned. Uncle Tom’s Cabin might not have 
started the Civil War, but it certainly gave many a reason and the courage to fight.            
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The Age of Innocence

Newland Archer is the man who has everything. Heir to 
one of New York’s prominent families, a gentleman law-
yer, popular and successful, he is engaged to the beauti-
ful but conventional May Welland when May’s cousin, 
the exotic and worldly Countess Ellen Olenska, arrives 
from Poland after separating from her husband. New-
land is smitten by the countess and helplessly trapped 
by the conventions and judgments of his time and place.  
The Age of Innocence (1920) proceeds to entangle the 
three in a tale of passion pitted against the constraints 
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of New York society in the 1870’s, with outcomes that show that even those who 
seem to have everything don’t always get what they want. The Age of Innocence won 
the 1921 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, the first ever awarded to a woman, and ranks 
59th on the Modern Library of the Top 100 Works of Fiction. The book has been 
adapted for stage and film five times, most recently by Martin Scorsese in 1993. 
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Ethan Frome

Ethan Frome is a 1911 tale set in the aptly named 
town of Starkfield, Massachusetts and told by an 
unnamed narrator, who is spending a bleak win-
ter in town on business. He spots a quiet man with 
a limp who seems both powerful and ruined, a 
“most striking figure”.  He learns from the tight-
lipped townspeople only that he, Ethan Frome, 
had been injured in a “smash-up” twenty-four 
years earlier. By chance he hires Ethan as a driv-
er; during one of their trips, they become strand-
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ed in a snowstorm and take shelter at his farm. There he learns a sad tale of a 
loveless marriage to a sickly wife, Ethan’s feelings for his wife’s caretaker, her 
cousin Mattie, and their tragic attempt to escape the dreary future that results 
in an accident that cripples them both for life. The New York Times described 
Ethan Frome as “a compelling and haunting story”.  It was made into a film in 
1993 starring Liam Neeson, Patricia Arquette, Joan Allen and Tate Donovan.
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The House of Mirth

The House of Mirth (1905) is a novel of manners set 
in the milieu of the New York upper class in the 1890’s, 
described as a “hot-house of traditions and conven-
tions”. The title is taken from Ecclesiastes 7:4: “The 
heart of the wise is in the house of mourning; but the 
heart of fools is in the house of mirth.” It is the story 
of an unmarried woman, Lily Bart, who faces pres-
sure marry well to maintain her social status despite 
her feelings for another, less wealthy suitor. She is de-
ceived and betrayed by seeming friends, who gossip 
and spread rumors that cause her to fall from grace.  
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Written while Edith Wharton lived at The Mount, her home in Lenox, Mas-
sachusetts, The House of Mirth sold 140,000 copies between October and 
the end of December. The favorable review in the New York Times de-
scribed it as “a novel of remarkable power”. It has been adapted for the stage 
and film numerous times, most recently in 2000 by director Terence Davies.
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Ever since The Turn of the Screw first appeared in 
1898 readers have been uncertain about the exact 
nature of the evil and horror they have experienced. 
The tale is told on Christmas Eve by an unnamed nar-
rator who listens to a friend’s story about a governess 
he once knew who is now dead. Having been hired 
by the absentee owner of a country house to look 
after his recently orphaned niece and nephew, she 
begins to see the figures of a man and woman lurking 
about that no one else seems to see. The housekeep-
er tells her that two recently deceased employees 
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The Turn of the Screw

of the estate had been sexually intimate and had spent many hours with the 
children. She comes to believe that they are haunting the grounds, make them-
selves visible selectively, and are in touch with her young charges.  Is it true? If 
so, why? Or is she crazy?  The situation intensifies and unfortunate things hap-
pen, but the question is never resolved. It likely never will be, hence its appeal.
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Isabel Archer, a young American heiress, seeking her 
future among the upper classes of European soci-
ety, visits her aunt in England after the death of her 
father.   Lord Warburton, a neighbor, proposes mar-
riage, as does Caspar Goodwood, heir to a Boston 
fortune.   When her uncle dies and leaves her a small 
fortune, she rejects both and travels the Continent. 
In Florence she meets and marries an American ex-
patriate, widower Gilbert Osmond, a match that 
proves disagreeable.  Isabel leaves for England to 
comfort her dying cousin Ralph over the Ormond’s 
objections.   Goodwood again courts her, but she 
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The Portrait of a Lady

chooses instead to return to Italy. We are left to wonder whether she will suf-
fer her tragic marriage or eventually make other plans.   Published in 1881, the 
book was acclaimed for its deep analysis of human consciousness and motiva-
tion and did much to raise awareness of the limited options available to Victo-
rian women as they dealt with the lure of freedom and the tug of responsibility.
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Washington Square

Dr. Austin Sloper, a brilliant but unemotional physi-
cian objects to the plans of his good-natured but ordi-
nary daughter Catherine to marry Morris Townsend, 
who he fears is after her money.  He threatens to dis-
inherit her, but she persists, while Townsend senses a 
bluff and maintains the engagement while repeatedly 
deferring its fulfillment.  The doctor takes Catherine 
on a European tour for a year hoping to weaken her 
relationship with Townsend. The matter is discussed 
only twice, and when Catherine remains resolute 
her father displays a contempt that cuts deep and 
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alienates Catherine for good. Upon their return Catherine informs Townsend 
of her father’s views and he at last withdraws, leaving Catherine disillusioned 
and destined for spinsterhood.  Structurally simple and comparatively short, the 
novel is compared with Jane Austen in its clear, graceful style and focus on fam-
ily relationships. It remains one of the most popular titles in the James oeuvre.
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The Prophet is a highly original book of 26 fables 
written in prose poetry by Lebanese-American au-
thor and poet Kahlil Gibran. The prophet is Al Mus-
tafa, who is about to board a ship to return home af-
ter a 12-yearstay in the city of Orphalese when he is 
stopped by a group of people. They begin to discuss 
life and the human condition. The prophet is ques-
tioned by members of his audience on specific topics 
of general interest, and each prompts a discourse in 
which Al Mustafa delivers his thoughts in a mixture 
of vivid imagery, moving allegories, and philosophical 
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The Prophet

insight. By the time they have finished they have covered just about every topic 
of importance in a deeply moving narrative that reveals mankind’s deepest long-
ings, fears and motivations. The Prophet is one of the first examples in the genre 
of inspirational literature and has been immensely popular since publication, 
selling over nine million copies and being translated into over 100 languages. 
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The Madman: His Parables and Poems, published by 
Alfred A. Knopf in 1918, was Khalil Gibran’s first 
book to be published in English.  The book is a col-
lecition of inspirational and thought-provoking par-
ables and poems, many of which shine an ironic light 
on mankind’s ambitions, ideas, beliefs, and vanity. 
The form and perspective of the Madman may re-
mind the reader of some of the work of Friedrich 
Nietzsche and RabindranathIt includes a number 
of illustrations, black and white drawings that might 
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The Madman

recall William Blake and Auguste Rodin.  The book was favorably reviewed 
by Lebanese-Palestinian poet May Ziadeh in the Egytian magaine Al-Hilal.
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The Devil’s Dictionary

The Devil’s Dictionary by Ambrose Bierce is a satirical 
dictionary that contains witty and ironic definitions 
of common English words.  Published in 1906, it 
was originally titled The Cynic’s Word Book. The book 
evolved over thirty years and was inspired in part 
by Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary, which Bierce 
thought had comic opportunities. It had its origins 
in 1875 in an article in the San Francisco News Letter 
which contained comic definitions of 48 words. 
He continued the practice in The Argonaut in 1877-
78 and then The Wasp during 1881-86, using “The 
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Devil’s Dictionary” as its title. The series continued sporadically during his 
term as editor of the San Francisco Examiner from 1887-1906. The initial edi-
tion published in 1906 contained 500 words (A-L).  A second edition ap-
peared as “The Devil’s Dictionary” in his collected works and contained an 
additional 500 words (M-Z). This is the version used in these recordings.  
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The Iron Heel

The Iron Heel (1908) is considered the first modern 
dystopian novel.  Set in the distant future, the book is 
based on a fictional first person narrative of the rise of 
an oligarchic tyranny in the United States in the early 
twentieth century. The “Iron Heel” monopoly corpo-
rations have forced smaller businesses into bankruptcy 
and farmers and the middle class into poverty and serf-
dom. A privileged class of laborers in essential indus-
tries arises along with a military caste. It lasts for three 
centuries until overthrown by the “Revolution”. The 
“Everhard Manuscript” was written during the First Re-
volt and tells of Avis Everhards’s privileged childhood, 

her marriage to socialist revolutionary Ernest Everhard, the fall of the Iron Heel 
and years of underground resistance.  An introduction and footnotes by scholar 
Anthony Meredith add depth. The Iron Heel was a forerunner of later soft science 
fiction novels and an important influence on George Orwell and Nineteen Eighty-Four.
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White Fang is a sequel and companion novel to The 
Call of Wild and a thematic mirror.  Where the first 
book dealt with a domesticated dog embracing his 
wildness, here a hybrid wolf-dog born gradually 
overcomes harsh “survival of the fittest” circum-
stances. White Fang is the only survivor in his litter 
of five; the others die of hunger. His father is killed 
trying to steal food; his mother, Kiche, is serious-
ly injured.  The two meet a Native American who 
adopts the two, but White Fang is persecuted by 
the other dogs and his mother is sold off.  He grows 
up a callous, savage, solitary, and deadly fighter. At 
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White Fang

age five Grey Beaver sells him to an evil dog-fighter, where he defeats all com-
ers until he is nearly brought down by a bulldog. He is rescued by a rich, young 
gold-hunter, who slowly tames him and brings him home to California from 
the Yukon, where he settles into a tranquil existence. The book was an imme-
diate worldwide success on release in 1906 and has been popular ever since.  
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The hero of The Call of the Wild is a large St. Ber-
nard-Scotch Collie named Buck, who is stolen from 
his home in California and shipped first to Seattle, 
then to the Klondike region of Canada.  He learns 
to survive the cold winter nights and the vagaries of 
the pack society of dogs. He suffers a series of abu-
sive owners before being adopted by outdoorsman 
John Thornton. The two become inseparable, with 
Buck saving Thornton from drowning, winning 
tests of strength and courage, and eventually aveng-
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ing Thornton’s death. Told in the simplest manner, the tale combines a chron-
icle of a reversion to the primitive struggle of the survival of the fittest with a 
theme of love and redemption. The story is set in the Klondike during the Gold 
Rush of the 1890’s and was enormously popular when it was released in 1903, 
first serialized in The Saturday Evening Post and then in book form a month later.  

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB-1054 9.99
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Arrowsmith is the story of Martin Arrowsmith, a bright and 
ambitious young man from the fictional town of Elk Mills, 
Winnemac, who sets out for New York City to make his 
name. His passion for science leads him to mentorship by 
noted bacteriologist Max Gottlieb and to medical school. 
His passion for the ladies leads to an engagement with a 
woman and then to another at the same time, the first of 
many problematic entanglements. Before long he insults his 
mentor and is suspended from medical school. Impatient, 
impulsive, and aggressive, he proceeds through a whirlwind 
of positions and romantic entanglements, eventually landing 
at an elite research institute, where he makes an important 
discovery of a phage which destroys bacteria. This leads 
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him to an island in the Caribbean suffering from an outbreak of bubonic plague. He re-
sists mass deployment of his treatment pending proper testing until it is too late to save 
his wife and others from the scourge. He relents, the treatment works, and he is hailed as a 
hero for saving countless lives.  Arrowsmith, however, feels he has betrayed his principles. 
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Main Street

Main Street established Sinclair Lewis as the premier 
satirist of small town America in the early 20th century.  
Spanning the First World War and the onset of Prohi-
bition, the story centers on the frustrations of Carol 
Milford, a liberal free spirit from St. Paul, Minnesota, 
who marries Will Kennicott, a doctor from Gopher 
Prairie, who persuades her to settle there.  Stunned by 
the town’s conservative ways and lack of beauty, she 
gamely tries to bring about progressive change, only 
to meet with derision from the “in” crowd.  She finds 
companionship outside her class, but these connec-
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tions are gradually broken. Reaching bottom, she leaves her husband and moves 
to Washington, DC, but eventually returns, disappointed but undefeated. Not 
surprisingly, the book created a backlash when it was published. Some thought 
it exceptionally bleak and humorless.  Today it is listed number 68 by the Mod-
ern Library on its list of the 100 best English-language novels of the 20th century. 
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The controversial 1922 bestseller Babbitt satirized 
the conformity and boosterism of American society. 
George Babbitt is a realtor in the mid-sized industrial 
city of Zenith in the Midwestern state of Winnemac.  
The 1930 Nobel Prize committee described Bab-
bitt as “the ideal of an American popular hero of the 
middle-class. The relativity of business morals as well 
as private rules of conduct is for him an accepted ar-
ticle of faith, and without hesitation he considers it 
God’s purpose that man should work, increase his in-
come, and enjoy modern improvements.”  The book 
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Babbitt

does not have a plot; it is simply a chronological sequence of scenes that unfold 
over a two year period during which the solid citizen and Booster club member 
becomes disillusioned by unexpected events and attempts to find meaning in 
rebellious behavior, but returns to the fold when he faces ostracism and his wife 
becomes ill. He gives in but never completely forgets his unrealized dreams. 
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Winesburg, Ohio

Winesburg, Ohio, a collection of short stories by Sher-
wood Anderson, is an exacting dissection of life in the 
fictional small town of Winesburg, Ohio. Based on 
Anderson’s hometown of Clyde, Ohio, each story fea-
tures George Willard, a protagonist who grows in age 
and wisdom throughout the story cycle. Reflecting 
the modernism percolating in Paris and filtering back 
to the states, the themes deal with Willard’s isolation, 
inability to communicate, alienation from present 
surroundings and desire to break the bonds of small 
town convention and engage with the vast world 
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that was new and no longer inaccessible. While writing the book Anderson be-
came a correspondent with Gertrude Stein, then living in Paris, who is credited 
with freeing him to find his authentic voice and style.  Anderson is also known 
for his kind mentoring of the young and callow William Faulkner when both 
lived in New Orleans, a kindness that Faulkner failed to acknowledge or repay. 
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The Enormous Room

The Enormous Room is both literal and allegorical. 
Cummings served as an ambulance driver during 
the war and was arrested in late August 1917, along 
with his colleague William Slater Brown, by French 
authorities suspicious of anti-war sentiments found 
in some of Brown’s letters.  He was held at a French 
concentration camp, arriving five days after the of-
ficials responsible for trials and pardons had left. 
When they returned in November, they granted Cum-
mings, a supervised release to the remote commune 
Oloron-Saint-Marie.  In the meantime, the French 
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sent a letter to his father stating that Cummings had been lost at sea, with no 
further explanation. The title phrase refers to the large room where Cummings 
lived with some thirty other prisoners, and to the mental repository he created 
to house his memories of his four-month imprisonment.  The book has been de-
scribed as a “latter day Pilgrim’s Progress” and is considered a classic of the period. 
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Three Soldiers

Like many young men at the time of the outbreak of 
the First World War, John Dos Passos was driven by 
idealism to serve and joined the Ambulance Corps.  
His experience there led to a rapid and profound dis-
illusionment that eventually found expression in his 
second novel, Three Soldiers, which brought him some 
recognition when published in 1921.  In this tale of 
three soldiers, each from different geographic regions 
and social milieus, Dos Passos found his satirical voice 
and crafted a searing denunciation of the military and 
its shameless exploitation of naïve young men.   His 

Author:  John Dos Passos
Read by:  mb 
Length:  14  hours and 39 minutes
Format: MP3 CD in DVD case
Genre: Historical Fiction, Fiction-War & Military

soldiers endure the anxiety of long waits in sodden trenches that suddenly give 
way to battles that combine the timeless practice of frontal assault with the mecha-
nized efficiency of modern weapons, airplanes, and mustard gas. F. Scott Fitzgerald 
called it the “first war book by an American which is worthy of serious notice.”
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Anthem

joins him. They settle in a house and spend their time reading books discovered 
in the library. They rediscover the word “I”, grapple with love, rename themselves 
Prometheus and Gaea, and make plans for a future in which individuality is re-
gained. Published in 1938, Anthem was re-released in 1946 after the spectacu-
lar success of The Fountainhead and has since sold more than 3.5 million copies. 

Anthem is set in a dystopian future in which totalitar-
ianism has imposed a strict order based on technolo-
gy and collectivism. The main character is Equality 
7-252, born with a “curse” that enables him to learn 
quickly and ask probing questions. He discovers a 
tunnel in a work area, a remnant from the Unmen-
tionable Times. He meets a peasant girl, Liberty 
5-3000, and falls for her. He rediscovers electricity 
and presents it to the World Council of Scholars. 
Horrified by its threat, they seek to destroy the inven-
tion. Equality flees to the Uncharted Forest. Liberty 
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Gentlemen Prefer Blondes is a comic novel that follows the 
escapades and dalliances of a young blonde flapper in New 
York City and Europe. Loos was inspired to write the novel 
by an incident aboard a train bound for Hollywood: “I was 
allowed to lug heavy suitcases from their racks while men 
sat about and failed to note my efforts,” she recalled, and yet, 
when another young woman “happened to drop the novel 
she was reading, several men jumped to retrieve it.” Loos 
surmised this difference in men’s behavior was because she 
was a brunette, and the other woman was a blonde. Origi-
nally published as a series of short sketches known as “the 
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Lorelei stories” in Harper’s Bazaar magazine, the work was published in book form in 1925. 
Although dismissed by critics as “too light in texture to be very enduring, Loos’ book was 
a runaway best seller, becoming the second-best selling title of 1926, and printed through-
out the world in over thirteen different languages, including Chinese. The book earned the 
praise of many writers including Edith Wharton who dubbed it “the great American novel.”
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The Sun Also Rises is Ernest Hemingway’s first novel. It 
portrays American and British expatriates who travel from 
Paris to the Festival of San Fermín in Pamplona to watch the 
running of the bulls and the bullfights. An early modernist 
novel, it received mixed reviews upon publication but is 
now recognized as his greatest work and his most important 
novel. The novel was published in the United States in Oc-
tober 1926 and a year later in London under the title Fiesta. 

The novel is a roman à clef: the characters are based on 
real people in Hemingway’s circle, and the action is based 
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The Sun Also Rises

on real events. Hemingway presents his notion that the “Lost Generation”—considered 
decadent, dissolute, and irretrievably damaged by World War I—was in fact resilient and 
strong. Hemingway investigates the themes of love and death, the revivifying power of na-
ture, and the concept of masculinity. His spare writing style, combined with his restrained 
use of description to convey characterizations and action, demonstrates his “Iceberg The-
ory” of writing. – Adapted from Wikipedia
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The book began in the summer of 1923, when Hemingway 
travelled to Spain and developed a passion for bullfighting. 
He wrote five sketches about the subject and other short 
pieces during this time. Returning to Paris, he submitted the 
pieces to Three Mountains Press, who assembled a book of 
thirty-one pages with lots of white space and an intentionally 
unconventional cover. Originally submitted without a title, 
“in our time” was chosen as the title and comes from a line 
in the English Book of Common Prayer, “Give peace in our 
time, O Lord”. The work shows the distinctive Hemingway 
style of spare language and oblique depictions of emotion 
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in our time - 1924 Edition

that he called his “theory of omission”, or “iceberg theory”.  Hemingway scholar Milton 
Common has said that “the visual suddenness intensifies its narrative abruptness, heightens 
the shock of violence, and the chillingly matter-of-fact tongue”. Originally a series of six 
vignettes, Hemingway added twelve more and published a collection of eighteen vignettes 
in Paris in 1924 under the title of in our time. his audiobook is a reading of this edition.  
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Three Stories and Ten Poems is a collection of short 
stories and poems by Ernest Hemingway. It was Hem-
ingway’s first book and was privately published in 1923 
in Paris in a run of 300 copies by Robert McAlmon’s 
Contact Publishing. Five of the poems were first pub-
lished in Poetry, A Magazine of Verse.
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The three stories are: “Up in Michigan”, “Out of Season”, and “My Old Man”.

The ten poems are: “Mitraigliatrice”, “Oklahoma”, “Oily Weather”, “Roosevelt”, 
“Captives”, “Champs d’Honneur”, “Riparto d’Assalto”, “Montparnasse”, “Along 
With Youth”, and “Chapter Heading”.
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From the Foreword...  

Reading this book, I had the vision of a land, heretofore sunk 
in the mists of muteness, suddenly rising up into the emi-
nence of song. Innumerable books have been written about 
the South; some good books have been written in the South. 
This book is the South. I do not mean that Cane covers the 
South or is the South’s full voice. Merely this: a poet has aris-
en among our American youth who has known how to turn 
the essences and materials of his Southland into the essences 
and materials of literature. A poet has arisen in that land who 
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Cane 

writes, not as a Southerner, not as a rebel against Southerners, not as a Negro, not as apolo-
gist or priest or critic: who writes as a poet. The fashioning of beauty is ever foremost in his 
inspiration: not forcedly but simply, and because these ultimate aspects of his world are to 
him more real than all its specific problems. He has made songs and lovely stories of his land 
... not of its yesterday, but of its immediate life. And that has been enough. - Waldo Frank
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