
Before the Broadway hit and the Lon Chaney movie, The 
Phantom of the Opera (1910) was a book by French 
author Gaston Leroux, a beautiful, poignant, suspenseful 
work with a Gallic tone of love wrapped in danger. Christine, 
the ingénue, takes the stage of the Paris Opera and scores 
a brilliant success. Her former lover attends the perfor-
mance, hears her voice and falls in love again. The two plan 
to wed. On a subsequent night a massive chandelier falls 
into the audience. In the ensuing confusion the Phantom, 
known until then only through letters and malevolent acts, 
kidnaps Christine and whisks her away to his hiding place 

Author:  Gaston Leroux
Read by: Ralph Snelson 
Length: 8 hours 35 minutes
Format: MP3 CD
Genre: Horror &  Supernatural Fiction

deep beneath the Opera House. He shows himself to Christine; in time he will remove 
his mask and show her his face. A love story in the deepest, most mysterious sense, the 
story portrays the many mansions within a single heart, with its consequent confusion of 
devotion, jealousy, possessiveness, passion, and desire, contradictory and utterly human.          

The Phantom of the Opera
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DVD case DB-1080 9.99

CD jacket CJ-1080 9.99

Paper sleeve CD-1080 4.99

Download DL-1080 4.99

The Picture of Dorian Gray

The Picture of Dorian Gray is a portrait by artist Ba-
sil Hallward of young and handsome Dorian Gray. 
Infatuated by Dorian’s beauty, Basil believes it is re-
sponsible for a new mode in his art. Dorian meets 
and becomes enthralled by Lord Henry Wotton, 
a friend of Basil’s, who espouses a new hedonism 
in which the only things worth pursuing in life are 
beauty and fulfillment of the senses. Realizing that 
one day his beauty will fade, Dorian whimsically 
expresses a desire to sell his soul to ensure that the 
portrait will age rather than him. His wish is fulfilled, 
and when he subsequently pursues a life of debauch-

Author:  Oscar Wilde (1854 - 1900)
Read by:  Multple readers 
Length: 9 hours 17 minutes
Format: MP3 CD
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ery, the portrait serves as a reminder of the effect of each act, with each sin dis-
played as a disfigurement of his form or as a sign of aging. The Picture of Dorian 
Gray is considered a work of classic Gothic fiction with a strong Faustian theme.

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB-1050 9.99

CD jacket CJ-1050 9.99

Paper sleeve CD-1050 4.99

Download DL-1050 4.99

Carmilla

Presented as a chapter from the casebook of Dr. Hesselius, 
Carmilla is narrated by Laura, daughter of an English-
man living in the deep forest of Austria. She has persistent 
childhood memories of a visitor in her bedchamber.  Years 
later an accident brings a mysterious injured young wom-
an into their home; Laura immediately recognizes the fig-
ure from her memory. At the same time her father learns 
of the death of a colleague’s daughter. A painting of Laura’s 
ancestor, Countess Karnstein, arrives and bears an identi-
cal likeness to their visitor. Laura and her father meet his 
colleague, General Spielsdorf, who relates a story of the 

Author:  Joseph Sheridan LeFanu
Read by: Elizabeth Klett
Format: MP3 CD
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Genre: Horror & Supernatural Fiction

vampire who caused of his daughter’s death and is searching for the tomb of the Count-
ess. The General unmasks Carmilla when she appears on the scene, which leads to the 
inevitable conflict and climax.  Serialized in 1871-2 and published as a book soon after, 
the story has influenced many others since, notably Dracula and The Turn of the Screw.

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB-1201 9.99

CD jacket CJ-1201 9.99

Paper sleeve CD-1201 4.99

Download DL-1201 4.99

Our culture is fascinated by zombies.  Vampire novels, 
films and television shows abound in the lists of popular 
entertainments. Most modern takes, however, are pale im-
itations of the real goods served up by Bram Stoker in his 
classic novel, Dracula. As inescapable as the fact of mortal-
ity is the persistence with which the creative mind travels 
dark roads to attempt to overcome the terminal nature of 
our lives. Stoker didn’t invent the notion of vampires, the 
undead who sustain themselves on the blood of the liv-
ing, nor their nighttime wanderings, nor the undercurrent 
of unrestrained id that renders them a forbidden fruit. But 

Author:   Bram Stoker (1847 - 1912)
Read by:  Multiple readers 
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Format: MP3 CD
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his masterpiece, Dracula, codifies the story and distills its essential elements. Dracula is 
timeless; it remains a novel for today because Stoker tells the story with such great skill 
that we see, as if for the first time, what we thought we knew of the Count, his castle, 
and his brood, which have too often been obscured by adaptations of lesser quality.  

Dracula
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CD jacket CJ-1014 11.99

Paper sleeve CD-1014 5.99

Download DL-1014 5.99

“The Rime of the Ancient Mariner”, a long poem 
cast in the form of a narrative of a sea voyage told by 
an old mariner to a wedding guest.  It is classic hor-
ror story. The ship starts off well but is soon driven 
by storms to the Antarctic, where an albatross leads 
them out of an ice jam but is then shot by the mari-
ner.  Cursed by the crew for his sin against nature, 
he is praised when the ship sails out of the mist and 
chill to rosier climes and cursed again when the ship 
is becalmed at the equator.  When they encoun-

Author:   Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772 - 1834)
Read by:    David Barnes (version 1)David Wales (version 2)
Length: 52 minutes
Format: MP3 CD 
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The Rime of the Ancient Mariner

ter a ghostly ship, they meet a supernatural creature who gambles for the souls 
of the crew. They all gradually succumb and then rise from the dead to steer 
the ship back home, only to sink in a whirlpool on arriving, with all lost except 
the mariner.   The poem first appeared in “Lyrical Ballads” in 1798 and was in-
spired by several accounts of voyages of exploration, most notably James Cook’s 
account of his second voyage of the South Sea Islands and the Pacific Ocean.

Package SKU MSL
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CD jacket CJ-7005 7.99

Paper sleeve CD-7005 3.99

Download DL-7005 2.99

Frankenstein; or, the Modern Prometheus

tiply and overwhelm Dr. Frankenstein, he is driven to avenge the dead and repair the 
damage, having gone too far beyond the jurisdictions of 19th century science. There’s 
terror here, worthy of Boris Karloff, and even more terror in Frankenstein’s consider-
ation of those forbidden things we keep to the side, safe, and locked away in the dark. 

The timeless classic Frankenstein was written by Mary 
Wollstonecraft Shelley, the wife of Romantic poet, Per-
cy Bysshe Shelley. Published anonymously in 1818, the 
novel is a strange and brilliant investigation into subjects 
deemed the forbidden knowledge of their time – creation, 
creativity, the nature of life, the life force, and the existence 
of the soul. Frankenstein is a doctor on a quest to discover 
the secret of life who steals bodies from graves to try to 
create life from the parts; instead, he creates a monster. It 
is Gothic and Romantic, full of dark wanderings, visions, 
death and destruction. As unintended consequences mul-

Author:   Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley (1797 - 1851)
Read by:  Caden Vaughn Clegg
Length: 7 hours and 21 minutes
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Paper sleeve CD-1015 5.99

Download DL-1015 5.99
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The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

The phrase “Jekyll and Hyde” has come to signify a per-
son who displays opposing moral characters, depending 
on the situation, often without warning or explanation. 
This originated in 1886 with The Strange Case of Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.  Stevenson was fascinated with 
the interplay of good and evil, both of which exist in 
the heart and soul of each person. The story explores 
the dichotomy in the person of Dr. Jekyll, an upright 
member of the community, who is transformed by the 
ingestion of a potion into the odious sociopath, Mr. 
Hyde. Allusions to the detrimental effect of toxic sub-

Author:  Robert Louis Stevenson (1850 - 1894) 
Read by: David Barnes 
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stances on one’s behavior cannot be ignored. However, Stevenson’s work explores a 
deeper mystery as to how a human being can accommodate intention and conduct 
based in opposing moral camps. In this the novella is a cautionary tale to the no-
tion of the perfectibility of man then popular in England at the height of its empire.

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB-1074 9.99

CD jacket CJ-1074 9.99

Paper sleeve CD-1074 4.99

Download DL-1074 4.99

Set in Salem, Massachusetts in the mid-19th cen-
tury, The House of the Seven Gables traces the history 
of a haunted mansion belonging to the Pyncheon 
family built on land seized from Matthew Maule 
in the 1600’s after Colonel Pyncheon accused and 
convicted Maule of witchcraft.  Maule laid a curse 
on the family at his execution, resulting first in the 
untimely death of the Colonel at the housewarming 
festivities.   Over the long years events follow a fate 
set by character, the evil are punished, and the righ-
teous are rewarded and released from the curse.  The 

Author:   Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804 - 1864)
Read by:    Mark F. Smith 
Length: 12 hours and 16 minutes
Format: MP3 CD in DVD case
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House of the Seven Gables was the follow up to Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter and 
sold out four printings in its first year.  His treatment of generational guilt, 
retribution, and atonement has been an inspiration for many over the years.     

The House of the Seven Gables
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DVD case DB-1090 11.99

CD jacket CJ-1090 11.99

Paper sleeve CD-1090 5.99

Download DL-1090 5.99

Scientist Edward Prendick is shipwrecked in the Pacif-
ic and alights on an island owned by a certain Doctor 
Moreau.  Prendick recalls the public outcry in London oc-
casioned by Moreau’s experiments in vivisection, and soon 
discovers the island is populated by humans with marked 
bestial characteristics. He attempts to flee, but Moreau ap-
prehends him and explains his mission is to humanize an-
imals, not the reverse, and that his efforts were marred by 
an unfortunate tendency of the subjects to revert to ani-
mal form.  Eventually a subject breaks free and attempts to 

kill the good doctor. Both are killed in the conflict and the compound is destroyed. The 
animals revert to nature, and Prendick escapes and returns home.  His account of the 
story is greeted as the ravings of a lunatic. Upon his return to civilization he sees many 
of his fellow men reverting to an animal state and retires to a reclusive life in the country. 

The Island of Dr Moreau
Author:  H. G. Wells
Read by:  Bob Neufeld 
Length: 4  hours 57minutes
Format: MP3 CD
Genre: Horror & Supernatural Fiction, Science Fiction

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB-1075 9.99

CD jacket CJ-1075 9.99

Paper sleeve CD-1075 4.99

Download DL-1075 4.99

ate, he seeks refuge in the home of Kemp, a former colleague, but finds he cannot 
manage in the open. He tries to use his invisibility to conduct a “Reign of Terror” 
but is foiled, leading to a dramatic, fatal denouement.  The premise and the por-
trayal of the gradual progression from gifted obsessive to insane psychopath have 
become staples of the genre and have led to countless adaptations and offshoots. 

The Invisible Man (1897) was the third of Wells’ five 
“scientific romances”. The title character, Griffin, is a sci-
entist studying optics who discovers a way to change 
a body’s refractive index to that of air, thus rendering 
the body invisible. He successfully tests the invention 
on himself but fails to reverse the effects. He wraps 
himself in bandages, finds lodging at a village inn, and 
spends his days seeking an antidote, venturing out 
only at night. He falls behind on his bill and skips out 
by undressing and taking flight. Increasingly desper-
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The Invisible Man
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DVD case DB-1076 9.99

CD jacket CJ-1076 9.99

Paper sleeve CD-1076 4.99

Download DL-1076 4.99

Rip Van Winkle

Rip Van Winkle is Dutch-American villager living in 
the Catskill Mountains in the era before the Revolu-
tionary War in the story of the same name. Beloved 
by all, he shirks hard work, and is harangued by a 
nagging wife.He takes to the mountains for some 
peace and quiet and meets a group of silent,beard-
ed men playing nine-pins and drinking moonshine. 
He joins in a falls asleep. When he awakes, every-
thing is changed: his musket is rusty, his beard is 
a foot long, his dog is gone, his wife is dead, his 
son is grown, and America has become a coun-

Author:  Washington Irving (1783 - 1859)
Read by: Bob Neufeld
Format: MP3 CD
Length: 41 minutes
Genre: Horror &Supernaturl Fiction

try. He has been asleep for at least twenty years. The story was the first in The 
Sketchbook of Geoffrey Crayon, Gentleman. It was an immediate hit when 
first published and has remained a staple of children’s literature ever since.

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB-6003 7.99

CD jacket CJ-6003 7.99

Paper sleeve CD-6003 3.99

Download DL-6003 3.99

The Legend of Sleepy Hollow

Set in the secluded glen of Sleepy Hollow in the country-
side near New York, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow tells of 
the mysterious disappearance of Icabod Crane, a gangly, 
superstitious schoolmaster from Connecticut who com-
petes with a town rowdy for the hand of the daughter of 
a wealthy farmer. He attends a harvest party to propose 
and is rejected. Returning home with a heavy heart and 
his mind alive with imaginings from ghost stories told at 
the party, he encounters a Headless Horseman. Thinking 
it the ghost of a Hessian soldier, he races off to the bridge 
by a burial ground, where legend says the ghost will dis-

Author:  Washington Irving (1783 - 1859)
Read by: Phil Chenevert
Format: MP3 CD
Length: 1 hour and 24 minutes
Genre: Horror &Supernaturl Fiction

appear, but is overtaken by the specter, who hurls his head into Crane’s horrified face. 
Crane disappears, and the rowdy seems to have some inside information whenever the 
matter comes up.  The story has remained a staple of horror and supernatural fiction, 
inspiring numerous adaptations for film, television and the stage for nearly 200 years.

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB-1163 9.99

CD jacket CJ-1163 9.99

Paper sleeve CD-1163 4.99

Download DL-1163 4.99
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Heart of Darkness

Heart of Darkness tells a story of a journey taken by 
Marlow, the narrator, up the Congo River into the heart 
of Africa in search of an ivory trader named Kurtz. 
Things are seldom as they should be. The first station 
he visits is a scene of brutal devastation. The steamboat 
he is to pilot is wrecked and takes months to repair. The 
company personnel are lazy and self-serving. After two 
months journey he arrives and learns that Kurtz is wor-
shiped by the natives, is very ill, and is probably insane. 
He gets Kurtz aboard against his will for the perilous 
return journey and returns to Europe disillusioned and 

Author:  Joseph Conrad (1857 - 1924)
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skeptical of humanity’s attempts to achieve civilization. Conrad was among the first 
to expose the pretenses of civilized people and question the behavior of imperialist 
and colonial powers. Its impact was quick and deep. Modern Library ranks Heart of 
Darkness at number 67 on its list of the 100 Best Novels of the Twentieth Century.  

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB-1156 9.99

CD jacket CJ-1156 9.99

Paper sleeve CD-1156 4.99

Download DL-1156 3.99

“Le Horla” is written in the form of a journal by an up-
per-class, unmarried narrator that conveys his troubled 
thoughts that begin after he spies a Brazilian schooner 
while sailing and waves to it, unconsciously beckon-
ing a supernatural being to his ship. He soon senses 
the presence of a being that he calls the “Horla” or 
“what’s out there”. He contracts a fever, wrestles with 
insomnia, and awakes from nightmares sensing some-
one kneeling on his chest and watching him. He fears 
he is going mad when he discovers the glass of water 
beside his bed is empty despite his not having drunk 

Author:   Guy de Maupassant (1850 - 1893)
Read by:    Greg Magarite
Length: 56 minutes
Format: MP3 CD 
Genre: Horror and Supernatural Fiction, Short Fiction

Le Horla

from it. When he reads about Brazilians who have fled their homes wailing that 
“they are pursued, possessed and governed... by a species of vampires which feeds 
on their life while they are asleep... and drinks water”, he realizes that the Horla 
had come from the vessel he had hailed. The presence of the Horla becomes in-
creasingly intolerable to the point he is ready to kill either the spirit or himself. 

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB-6008 7.99

CD jacket CJ-6008 7.99

Paper sleeve CD-6008 3.99

Download DL-6008 2.99

Ever since The Turn of the Screw first appeared in 
1898 readers have been uncertain about the exact 
nature of the evil and horror they have experienced. 
The tale is told on Christmas Eve by an unnamed nar-
rator who listens to a friend’s story about a governess 
he once knew who is now dead. Having been hired 
by the absentee owner of a country house to look 
after his recently orphaned niece and nephew, she 
begins to see the figures of a man and woman lurking 
about that no one else seems to see. The housekeep-
er tells her that two recently deceased employees 

Author:  Henry James (1844 - 1916) 
Read by: Elizabeth Klett 
Length: 4 hours and 35 minutes
Format: MP3 CD
Genre: Fiction, Horror & Supernatural Fiction

The Turn of the Screw

of the estate had been sexually intimate and had spent many hours with the 
children. She comes to believe that they are haunting the grounds, make them-
selves visible selectively, and are in touch with her young charges.  Is it true? If 
so, why? Or is she crazy?  The situation intensifies and unfortunate things hap-
pen, but the question is never resolved. It likely never will be, hence its appeal.

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB-1263 9.99
CD jacket CJ-1263 9.99
Paper sleeve CD-1263 4.99

Download DL-1263 4.99

The Yellow Wallpaper

The narrator of “The Yellow Wallpaper” is a woman 
quite typical of her time and class in the late 1800’s.  
She shows symptoms of a “temporary nervous de-
pression”, (what Freud might have called hysteria), 
and her husband,a physician, has prescribed a “rest 
cure”.  They rent an old colonial mansion for the 
summer and move into the upstairs nursery, which 
is has been decorated with patterned yellow wallpa-
per that is strangely torn. The room’s numerous win-
dows, which are barred, furnish the requisite fresh 
air. She is forbidden from working, and so spends 

Author:  Charlotte Perkins Gilman
Read by:  ashleighjane 
Length:  42 minutes
Format: MP3 CD
Genre: Horror and Supernatural Fiction, Short Fiction

many hours staring at the wallpaper, which becomes increasingly intriguing 
and begins to mutate.  The story is told as a series of journal entries that chron-
icle her gradual descent into madness. Gilman wrote the story after a severe 
bout of postpartum psychosis. First published in January 1892 in The New En-
gland Magazine, it is regarded as a seminal work of American feminist literature.
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DVD case DB-6002 7.99

CD jacket CJ-6002 7.99

Paper sleeve CD-6002 3.99

Download DL-6002 3.99

The Masque of the Red Death
Author:  Edgar Allan Poe (1810 - 1849)
Read by:  D.  S. Harvey 
Length: 18 minutes
Format: MP3 CD 
Genre: Horror and Supernatural Fiction, Short Fiction

window. The westernmost room is decorated in black and contains a large clock that 
strikes heavily on the hour with a tone that stops the musicians and the dancers. As the 
midnight hour approaches a tall figure enters wearing a funeral shroud and a mask re-
sembling the countenance of a corpse. All are terrified; some seek to fend off the intrud-
er, to no avail. They discover there is nothing beneath his robes and mask.  And then…

“The Mask of the Red Death” (1842) is an allegorical 
short story in the Gothic horror vein. In the 15th centu-
ry an unidentified country is infected with a contagion 
known as the Red Death. Half the population has suc-
cumbed to a quick, gory, and painful death. Prospero, the 
prince, invites a thousand of his subjects to revel with him 
in a palace in a secluded abbey designed with seven rooms 
arranged east to west. Each of the rooms are decorated in 
a monochromatic color scheme and lit only by a brazier 
in the hallway which casts light through a stained-glass 
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CD jacket CJ-6014 7.99

Paper sleeve CD-6014 3.99
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The Murders in the Rue Morgue
Author:  Edgar Allan Poe (1810 - 1849)
Read by:  Phil Chenevert 
Length: 1 hour and 40 minutes
Format: MP3 CD 
Genre: Horror and Supernatural Fiction

a couple of quick deductions: first, no gold was taken, so the motive was not robbery, 
and, second, the superhuman strength required to stuff one body up a chimney and 
a strange tuft of hair suggest the killer was not human.  An ad placed in the newspaper 
regarding a missing orangutan gets a response from a sailor who has lost just such a 
creature. His account of the escape of the animal is sufficient to explain everything.  

The Murders in the Rue Morgue (1841) is consid-
ered the first detective story, the work that created the 
genre and its formula. Here the awesome powers of 
deduction possessed by the brilliant detective C. Au-
guste Dupin are at work.  Dupin becomes intrigued 
by the double murder of a woman and her daughter in 
the Rue Morgue of Paris and offers his services to the 
prefect of police when a bank clerk is arrested, despite a 
total lack of evidence. Examination of the bodies of the 
victims and evidence at the crime scene leads Dupin to 
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We open with a man standing on a railroad bridge in Alabama 
with his hands tied behind his back and a rope strung around his 
neck. Military personnel are arranging themselves at their stations 
and assuming their roles. The execution machinery is described 
in detail, as is the landscape and a small throng of spectators. We 
cut to a flashback and learn that the man is a civilian, a well-to-
do planter about 35 years old named Peyton Farquhar.  A soldier 
rides up to the gate with the news that Union soldiers have seized 

Author:    Ambrose Bierce  
Length: 53 minutes 
Format: MP3 CD
Read by:    Bob Neufeld, Peter Tomlinson 
Genre: Short Fiction, Horror &Supernatural, War & Military
 

An Occurence at Owl Creek Bridge

the Owl Creek railroad bridge and suggests that, if Farquhar can slip past the guards, he might be 
able to burn it down, and then and leaves. We cut back to the present just as the hanging occurs 
and the rope around the doomed man’s neck breaks. He appears to experience an escape, which 
is described in lengthy detail.  Just as he arrives home, there is a blow to his neck and a loud noise, 
then darkness and silence.

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB-6021 7.99

CD jacket CJ-6021 7.99

Paper sleeve CD-6021 3.99

Download DL-6021 3.99

“An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” is the best-known short 
story by Ambrose Bierce. The story was first published in 1890 
and is one of the earliest examples of stream of consciousness 
narration and one of the most frequently anthologized stories 
in American literature.

The Black Cat

Coming Soon - Edgar Allan Poe

The Tell-Tale Heart

Northanger Abbey 

Northanger Abbey is the story of Catherine Morland, 
the seventeen-year old daughter of a clergyman and 
his wife. She leads an ordinary life, but has a penchant 
for gothic novels and a lively imagination to go with 
it.  On a visit to Bath she meets Henry Tilney and 
his sister Eleanor, who invite her to stay at Northang-
er Abbey, the family estate.  Catherine’s imagination 
has a field day, filling the novel with ruined castles, 
secret notes, locked chests in hidden rooms, and the 
obligatory tyrannical father.  While Catherine finds 
portentous horrors lurking in every event, Austen 

Author:  Jane Austen (1775 - 1817)
Read by:  Elizabeth Klett
Format: MP3 CD
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Genre: Romance

skewers the horrors and hypocrisy of the polite society of her so-called friends. 
Originally entitled Susan, Northanger Abbey (1803) was sold for £10 to a Lon-
don bookseller, who then decided not to publish it and sold it back to her brother. 
Austen revised it again in 1817, changing the title to Catherine.  Her brother Hen-
ry arranged for its publication after her death under the title Northanger Abbey. 
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Paper sleeve CD-1022 3.99

Download DL-1022 2.99

In the Penal Colony

In a penal colony on an unnamed island, “In the Penal 
Colony” unfolds as a demonstration of an unusual in-
strument of punishment, invented by the former Com-
mandant, which inscribes name of the crime of the 
convict during a 12-hour period, given by its operator, 
the Officer, to a visiting dignitary, the Traveler.  The ma-
chine is about to be decommissioned on the order of 
the new Commandant, and the Officer appeals to the 
Traveler to intercede for its continued use, citing the 
“religious epiphany” the prisoners undergo in the latter 
stages of the procedure.  In the meantime, the Soldier 

Author:  Franz Kafka (1883 - 1924) 
Read by:  Peter Yearsley 
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stands by guarding the Condemned, who is blithely unaware that the procedure 
he is about to undergo will kill him.  The Traveler deflects the Officer’s appeal but 
promises to speak privately to the Commandant, which leads to an unexpected 
turn of events. Like much of Kafka’s work, the story is dark, surreal, and bleak, 
and strikes to the very heart of issues of justice, punishment, cruelty, and shame.  
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A Hunger Artist

In the 19th and early 20th century there was a cate-
gory of performers known as hunger artists or star-
vation artists, who traveled from town to town and 
performed public fasts while locked in cages.  Many 
people became aware of the practice from Franz Kaf-
ka’s 1922 story “A Hunger Artist”, in which the per-
former reckons with public reactions, which range 
from consolations to suspicions of cheating; with 
the impresario’s “perversions of the truth”; and, final-
ly, with a sudden decline in popular taste for the act. 
He breaks with the promoter and joins a circus, only 
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to suffer from increasing neglect of both crowds and management.  All this does 
not lead to a happy ending. The story captures the frequent Kafka themes of iso-
lation, despair, angst, and alienation. While critics largely agree that the story is 
allegorical, they disagree about its meaning.  There is no disagreement, how-
ever, about Kafka’s masterful depiction of strange and unsettling states of mind.
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The Metamorphosis

The Metamorphosis (1915) tells the tale of Gregor 
Samsa, who one day wakes up transformed into a 
“monstrous vermin”.  Part I begins with the discovery. 
Thinking he is dreaming, he cannot communicate with 
his family or unlock the door to his bedroom. When 
he finally enters the room his family is horrified and 
forces him back in. Part II describes family adapting 
to their strange situation and Gregor becoming accli-
mated to his new body. A scuffle with his father caus-
es serious injury.  In Part III Gregor ventures into the 
living room to listen to his sister play the violin for 
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boarders, who spot him and move out immediately. The exhausted family wishes 
Gregor would leave. Hearing this, Gregor retreats to his bedroom and dies.  Re-
lieved and remorseless, the family makes plans to find a suitable husband for their 
daughter. The Metamorphosis, one of the most original and provocative stories 
ever written, is considered one of the foundational works of modern literature.
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