
From the Foreword...    

Reading this book, I had the vision of a land, heretofore sunk in the 
mists of muteness, suddenly rising up into the eminence of song. In-
numerable books have been written about the South; some good books 
have been written in the South. This book is the South. I do not mean 
that Cane covers the South or is the South’s full voice. Merely this: a 
poet has arisen among our American youth who has known how to turn 
the essences and materials of his Southland into the essences and ma-
terials of literature. A poet has arisen in that land who writes, not as 
a Southerner, not as a rebel against Southerners, not as a Negro, not 
as apologist or priest or critic: who writes as a poet. The fashioning of 

beauty is ever foremost in his inspiration: not forcedly but simply, and because these ultimate aspects of his world are 
to him more real than all its specific problems. He has made songs and lovely stories of his land ... not of its yesterday, 
but of its immediate life. And that has been enough. - Waldo Frank
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Jean Toomer (born Nathan Pinchback Toomer; December 26, 1894 – March 30, 1967) was an American poet and nov-
elist commonly associated with the Harlem Renaissance, though he actively resisted the association, and with modern-
ism. His reputation stems from his novel Cane (1923), which Toomer wrote during and after a stint as a school principal 
at a black school in rural Sparta, Georgia. The novel intertwines the stories of six women and includes an apparently au-
tobiographical thread. Sociologist Charles S. Johnson called it “the most astonishingly brilliant beginning of any Negro 
writer of his generation”. He resisted being classified as a Negro writer, as he identified as “American”. Toomer continued 
to write poetry, short stories and essays. For more than a decade Toomer was an influential follower and representative 
of the pioneering spiritual teacher G.I. Gurdjieff. Later in life he took up Quakerism. His first wife died soon after the 
birth of their daughter. After he married again in 1934, Toomer moved with his family from New York to Doylestown, 
Pennsylvania. There he became a member of the Religious Society of Friends (also known as Quakers) and retired from 
public life. His papers are held by the Beinecke Rare Book Library at Yale University. Summary from Wikipedia
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