
“Citizenship in a Republic” is the title of a speech given by Theodore Roos-
evelt at the Sorbonne in Paris, France, on April 23, 1910. In the speech 
Roosevelt discusses the attributes required of its citizens and leaders to 
sustain a thriving national character, not least of which are a high moral 
character and energetic engagement. He has harsh words for those who 
act purely in self-interest, who cause division, and who sit on the side-
lines while others do the heavy lifting. The address is also known as “The 
Man in the Arena” speech owing to a notable passage that is often quoted: 
 
“It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man 
stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit 
belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust 

and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and again, because there is no effort without error and 
shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends himself 
in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails 
while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.”

Theodore Roosevelt (October 27, 1858 – January 6, 1919) was an American politician, naturalist, conservationist, historian, and writer 
who served as the 26th president of the United States. Born in New York City to a prominent family. He was home schooled, followed 
by Harvard, graduating in 1880. He became a member of the New York State Assembly in 1882 and entered national politics at the 1884 
GOP Convention. In 1888 he joined the U. S. Civil Service Commission, where he tackled the spoils system. He was appointed As-
sistant Secretary of the Navy in 1896, where he served until war with Spain. Roosevelt promptly resigned and helped form a volunteer 
cavalry known as the Rough Riders. He famously led a charge up Kettle Hill, a moment he referred to as “the great day of my life.

He became governor of New York in 1898, Vice President in 1900, and assumed the presidency when McKinley was assas-
sinated in 1901. His presidency was highly productive. He curtailed the abuses of trusts and monopolies; he facilitated the 
building of the Panama Canal; he mediated the peace conference that ended the Russo-Japanese War and earned him the 
1906 Nobel Prize.  He used federal power to regulate railroad rates and end abuses in the meat-packing industry. He was 
most proud of his conservation efforts, which included establishing the U. S. Forest Service and creating five National Parks.  

He left office in 1909 and went on safari in Africa, followed by a European tour, returning to America in 1910. He sought but failed to 
win the Republican nomination in 1912. He and others formed a Progressive Party but failed to win the election. During 1913 and 1914 
Roosevelt made an expedition into the Brazilian jungle. Returning to the United States in 1914, he campaigned for the Progressive Party, 
which did poorly and disappeared after the 1916 elections.  During the First World War, Roosevelt avidly supported the Allies and got 
Congressional authorization to form a regiment of volunteers.  His son Quentin served as a pilot in France and was shot down at age 20.  
Roosevelt was devastated by the loss and died the next year. He is remembered as one of the five best presidents of all time.
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