
the many injustices that are the fact and fabric of the world of experience, Can-
dide learns that one must tend one’s garden. Written in the mid-18th Century 
in the Age of Enlightenment this brilliant satire delivers an eloquent argument 
in a matter-of-fact voice bathed in the humor that stings with the barb of truth.

Candide

Is this the best of all possible worlds? Voltaire’s Can-
dide doesn’t ask the question so much as he’s force 
fed the answer. Raised in a sheltered environment 
with the words of Liebnizian positivism dropped 
into his by his tutor, Dr. Pangloss, Candide accepts 
that all is for the best. Armed with this sunny be-
lief he leaves the comfort of home for the big bad 
world only to duck and cover as the big bad world 
hits back. He learns one thing for sure: if this is the 
best of all possible worlds, then the Creator is an un-
der-achiever.  Subjected to trial after trial, witnessing 
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Length: 4 hours 1 minute
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A Discourse Upon the Origin and the Foundations of 
Inequality Among Men (1754) is a continuation of 
ideas put forth in Rousseau’s Discourse on the Arts 
and Sciences. Rousseau discusses two types of in-
equality: natural inequality, based on physical dif-
ferences of the body, and moral inequality, which 
derives from the differences in wealth, rank, power, 
and perceived merit found in civil society. He dis-
misses natural inequality as it is not responsible for 
the inequality found in civil society. He describes 
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A Discourse Upon the Origin and the 
Foundation of the Inequality Among Mankind

the ideal “natural man” who has an instinct for self-preservation, a natural aver-
sion to suffering, and an inclination to avoid conflict. Once natural man associ-
ates with others and becomes civilized, certain attributes emerge. Individuals 
compare themselves with others, a sense of self develops along with the notion 
of self-esteem, which leads to pride, rivalry and the establishment of private prop-
erty, which Rousseau considers the root of all corruption and moral inequality. 
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Gulliver’s Travels

George Orwell called Gulliver’s Travels one of the 
six essential works in all literature.  A  parody of the 
traveler’s tale genre popular at the time exemplified 
by Robinson Crusoe, the book recounts four voyag-
es in which the naïve Gulliver is taken by accidents 
to strange and foreign lands.  He first finds himself a 
giant among tiny people, then a tiny person among 
giants. He is rescued by a flying island of feckless 
rationalists pursuing absurd projects, then classed 
with hideous humanoid Yahoos by the noble equine 
race of idealists the Houyhnhnms. Cast out by fate 
again and again, the once adventurous and optimis-
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tic Gulliver returns to England a misanthropic recluse, choosing to spend his 
time at the stables instead of society.  A biting satire on human nature, Gulli-
ver’s Travels was an instant hit when it appeared. It was published anonymous-
ly and changes were made to avoid censure by the government. The publish-
er used five printers to keep up with demand, which sold out in its first week. 

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB-1039 11.99

CD jacket CJ-1039 11.99

Paper sleeve CD-1039 5.99

Download DL-1039 5.99

“A Modest Proposal” is a satiric essay written by Jon-
athan Swift in 1729 and published anonymously as 
a pamphlet that suggests that the Irish might find 
some release from their perpetual economic trou-
bles by selling their children as a nourishing delicacy 
to their wealthy English overlords.  It is presented as 
a straightforward economic treatise that proceeds 
with well-reasoned deliberation to an unthinkable 
and absurd conclusion. In doing so it makes a blis-
tering commentary on the merciless legal and eco-
nomic exploitation of Ireland by the English as well 
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A Modest Proposal

as on rationalistic modern ways of thinking that give short shrift to human val-
ues. The work is held to be a masterpiece of satire and a worthy descendant of 
the great works of the Roman satirist Juvenal.  The term “modest proposal” has 
to come to symbolize any proposition to address a problem with an efficient 
but ridiculous cure is used as an allusion to this style of straight-faced satire.
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A Journal of the Plague Year

A Journal of the Plague Year is an eyewitness account 
of one man during the year 1665, in which the Great 
Plague swept through London.  Its author was identi-
fied only as “H.F.”, a saddler living in the Whitechapel 
district of East London who kept a journal. Defoe in-
tended the book as a warning that the plague in Mar-
seilles might make its way to London and as a handbook 
about what and what not to do in that event. The ac-
count proceeds in a generally chronological sequence, 
with frequent digressions and repetitions and tables 
of casualty statistics. At first the book was thought to 
be a non-fiction work, largely due to the scope and ac-
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curacy of its details and anecdotes. By the 1780’s critics came to realize that De-
foe had combined a wealth of research with his own inventions, so much so that 
his biographer Walter Wilson wrote that “that it is impossible to distinguish one 
from the other”.  As such, it stands as one of the first examples of historical novels.
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Robinson Crusoe

Robinson Crusoe (1719) is a fictional autobiography 
that tells the story of an English plantation who is 
shipwrecked off the coast of South America and ma-
rooned on an island for 28 years.  He salvages tools and 
supplies sufficient to build a dwelling, reads the Bible, 
encounters native cannibals and manages to free and 
adopt one of the captives as a companion, dubbed Fri-
day. He and Friday eventually defeat the natives, and 
Crusoe returns to England by way of Portugal and 
Spain.  Robinson Crusoe was the first novel to appear 
in English and was based in part on a memoir by a Scot-
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tish seaman who had been similarly marooned. Defoe used the plot as a framework 
and added fantastic and humorous events that give the story much of its appeal. 
Told in a straightforward style laced with wit and irony, it dug deep into the mind 
of the character, highly original at the time. The book became an instant hit, going 
through four editions in the first year, and has remained a bestseller ever since.
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An Essay on the Principle of Population (1798) was 
the most influential work on the subject of popula-
tion of its time.  Malthus formulated the Iron Law of 
Population, which holds that an increase in the sup-
ply of labor leads inevitably to lower wages and thus to 
poverty, famine and disease.  He held that population 
generally increased in times of plenty until demand for 
resources exceeded supply, and that epidemics, famines 
and wars that stymied growth also masked the fun-
damental problem.   He proposed that the only solu-
tion was to limit the birth rate through moral restraint. 
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An Essay on the Principle of Population

The book fueled debate on the size of the British population and helped speed 
the passage of the Census Act of 1800. Malthus revised the work over six editions, 
incorporating new material and changes in his thinking.  The book has been cit-
ed as an important influence in the development of the theory of natural selection.
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The Wealth of Nations helped lay the intellectual foun-
dations of the modern world. Over a period of seven-
teen years Adam Smith assembled notes and obser-
vations of discussions among economists and spent 
ten years writing a treatise that offered a practical, re-
formed economic theory to meet the challenges of the 
emerging Industrial Revolution and replace increas-
ingly obsolete mercantilist and agrarian economic the-
ories.  The notion that individuals guided by enlight-
ened self-interest will achieve an outcome that benefits 
the public at large is a sacred tenet of neoclassical eco-
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Read by:    Stephen Escalera
Format: 2 MP3 CDs in DVD case
Length: 36 hours and 15 minutes
Genre: Economics, Political Philosophy

The Wealth of Nations

nomics, as is the related idea of “an invisible hand” that creates economic equilib-
rium and prosperity when markets are allowed to operate freely.  The book was an 
instant success when it was published in 1776. The ideas and policies articulated by 
Smith have influenced countless economists, governments and organizations over 
the ages. It continues to be a fundamental work in classical economics to this day.
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During his teenage years Benjamin Franklin worked 
as an apprentice printer at his older brother’s printing 
shop in Boston. The New England Courant newspaper 
was printed in the shop. Franklin submitted numer-
ous pieces for publication, all of which were rejected. 
At age 16 he created the persona of Silence Dogood, 
a middle-aged widow, to write and submit letters to 
the editor. Every two weeks he left a letter under the 
door of the shop from Mrs. Dogood. The letters were 
intended as amusements and poked fun at aspects of 
life in young colonial America. They were published 
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The Silence Dogood Letters 

in the Courant and became very popular. A total of 14 letters were published 
in 1722. Some men even tendered marriage proposals to Mrs. Dogood upon 
learning of her widowhood. When his brother James discovered that the let-
ters had been written by his younger brother, Benjamin was forced to leave his 
apprenticeship without permission and promptly absconded to Philadelphia. 
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Paper sleeve CD-1319 3.99
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The Way to Wealth by Benjamin Franklin is Ameri-
ca’s first book on personal finance and, in the opinion 
of many, probably the best.  Originally written as a 
preface to the 1758 edition of Poor Richard’s Alma-
nac 25 years after its debut, The Way to Wealth col-
lects the best of the adages and advice first published 
there.  As Franklin often did, he structured the piece 
as a tale told by a “plain, clean, old man, with white 
locks”, one “Father Abraham”, to a group of people 
awaiting an auction of merchant’s goods upon being 
asked his opinion on the financial state of the times. 
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The Way to Wealth

Father Abraham proceeds to clearly and concisely deliver a secular sermon on the 
benefits of the consistent application of thrift and hard work to endeavors great 
and small.  His counsel has been compelling, as the book, which is older than the 
United States, has been printed in countless editions and sold millions of copies.
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Poor Richard’s Almanack

Poor Richard’s Almanack was a yearly almanac pub-
lished by Benjamin Franklin using the pseudonym 
Richard Saunders, the “Poor Richard” of the title.  Al-
manacs offered an amalgam of weather forecasts, sun-
rises, sunsets, phases of the moon, and tides along with 
household tips, puzzles and other amusements.  Both 
useful and entertaining, they were immensely popular, 
and none more so than Franklin’s, which sold quite 
well, as many as 10,000 copies per year, and made him 
a wealthy man.  Published for 25 years between 1732 
and 1758, the pamphlet was known for its wordplay 
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Format: MP3 CD
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and extensive sprinkling of witty and wise sayings throughout, many of which have 
found their way into the American vernacular.  Some 690 of these aphorisms and 
sayings are collected here.
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Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin

In the words of biographer Walter Isaacson, Frank-
lin was “the most accomplished American of his age 
and the most influential in inventing the type of so-
ciety America would become.” The Autobiography 
of Benjamin Franklin is Franklin’s own record of his 
life, written between 1771 and 1790 and incomplete 
and unpublished at the time of his death.  It lan-
guished until his grandson, William Temple Frank-
lin, published the first three parts in London in 1818. 
Franklins legacy of “firsts” continues to our time: 
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The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin was the first full-length record-
ed book in history, recorded by actor Micheal Rye and released in 1969.  
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The Life of David Hume, Esq.

In 1776 David Hume, suffering from gastrointestinal 
disease and aware that the end was near, wrote a short 
summary of his life titled “My Own Life”.  He opens 
by saying “It is difficult for a man to speak long of him-
self without vanity; therefore, I shall be short. It may be 
thought an instance of vanity that I pretend at all to write 
my life; but this Narrative shall contain little more than 
the History of my Writings; as, indeed, almost all my 
life has been spent in literary pursuits and occupations.” 
Those literary pursuits have exercised a vast influence on 
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the development of modern philosophy that, in turn, had major effects on the evolu-
tion of economics, history, psychology, political science, theology, and even physics. 
The brevity of this work stands in stark opposition to the scope of his contribution 
to human knowledge. The autobiography is followed by a letter from his close friend 
Adam Smith that describes his death and closes with a stirring and heartfelt eulogy. 
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An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding

An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding (1748) 
by David Hume is a shortened revision of his A Trea-
tise of Human Nature. In revising he eliminated material 
from the Treatise and focused on clarifying and empha-
sizing its most important elements.  The resulting book 
articulates Hume’s theory of knowledge in a logical 
sequence of incremental steps.  The first sections out-
line the epistemology, and the latter sections discuss its 
application to specific topics.  Hume holds that mental 
activity falls into two groups: direct impressions of ex-
perience and ideas, which are memories and.  He goes 
on to treat the association of ideas, the nature of under-
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standing and doubt, and the roles of habit and probability. His arguments take the 
reader to the edge of what he acknowledges are the limits of knowledge, and in doing 
so he delves into the difficult subjects of liberty and miracles. The book was highly 
influential upon release and is rightly regarded as a classic in modern philosophy. 
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The Fourth of July in the United States commem-
orates the day the Second Continental Congress 
adopted the Declaration of Independence in Phil-
adelphia in 1776. The thirteen colonies in North 
America were at war with Great Britain and resolved 
to become independent sovereign states within a new 
country.  The Continental Congress had appointed 
a Committee of Five on June 11 to draft a document 
and present it to the larger body for consideration 
on or about July 1. Thomas Jefferson composed the 
first draft with the editorial supervision of John Ad-
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The United StatesDeclaration of Independence

ams and Benjamin Franklin.  After consultation and revisions the result was a 
list of grievances and the assertion of natural and legal rights designed to explain 
why the Congress had voted to declare independence from Great Britain. The 
document was read in full on several successive days. After final revisions the 
formal adoption of the final text took place in the late morning of July 4, 1776. 
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The United States Constitution articulates the struc-
ture and powers of the United States government 
and serves as the supreme law of the land. It original-
ly consisted of seven articles. The first three set forth 
the division of the government into three branches – 
legislative, executive, and judicial – and the doctrine 
of the separation of powers. Articles four, five and six 
embed the concepts of federalism and the rights and 
responsibilities of the states in relation to the national 
government.  The seventh article established the pro-
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The United States Constitution and Amendments

cedure used to ratify the Constitution. The document, which replaced the Articles 
of Confederation of 1777, was created by the Philadelphia Convention of 1787, 
ratified June 21, 1788 and put into force in 1789.
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The Federalist Papers

The Federalist Papers is a series of 85 articles arguing in 
favor of ratification of the United States Constitution by 
the thirteen original colonies.  During the Constitution-
al Convention that met in 1787 to revise the Articles of 
Confederation, James Madison and Alexander Hamil-
ton advocated instead for the creation of a new govern-
ment.  The delegates agreed on the principles contained 
in Madison’s Virginia Plan and produced the Constitu-
tion, which was submitted to the states in September 
1787.  The Federalist papers were written in response 
to criticism of the Constitution. The articles were first 
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published between October 1787 and August 1788 in newspapers and then pub-
lished in 1788. Hamilton is the author of 51 articles, Madison the author of 26, and 
John Jay, who fell ill, authored 5.  In the words of historian Richard B. Morris, they 
are an “incomparable exposition of the Constitution, a classic in political science 
unsurpassed in both breadth and depth by the product of any later American writer.”
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The Declaration of Independence is a list of grievances 
against King George II and the assertion of natural 
and legal rights designed to explain why the Con-
gress had voted to declare independence. Thomas 
Jefferson composed the declaration under the ed-
itorial supervision of John Adams and Benjamin 
Franklin. The United States Constitution articulates 
the structure and powers of the federal government 
and serves as the supreme law of the land. It orig-
inally consisted of seven articles. The document 
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The Declaration of Independence and the 
United States Constitution and Amendments

was created by the Philadelphia Convention of 1787, ratified in 1788 and put 
into force in 1789. The original language of the articles and all amendments re-
main intact and can only be modified by a succeeding amendment. This prac-
tice was put into force with the first series of ten amendments ratified in 1791 
that are known as the Bill of Rights, an articulation of rights not defined in the 
seven articles of the constitution. There are twenty-seven amendments in all. 

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB-1191 9.99

CD jacket CJ-1191 9.99

Paper sleeve CD-1191 4.99

Download DL-1191 4.99

Enlightenment Classics

www.mp3audiobookclassics.com

https://www.mp3audiobookclassics.com/index.php?route=product/product&path=116_117&product_id=362
https://www.mp3audiobookclassics.com/index.php?route=product/product&path=116_117&product_id=291
https://www.mp3audiobookclassics.com/index.php?route=product/product&product_id=365
https://www.mp3audiobookclassics.com/index.php?route=product/product&path=116_117&product_id=359
https://www.mp3audiobookclassics.com/index.php?route=product/product&path=116_117&product_id=266
https://www.mp3audiobookclassics.com/index.php?route=product/product&path=116_117&product_id=268


Dangerous Liaisons (1782) is an epistolary novel con-
sisting of four volumes of letters written by and to 
the various characters. It was viewed as scandalous 
when it was first published for its frank and pitiless 
exploration of seduction, revenge and malice; some 
consider it a depiction of the perversions of the dec-
adent French aristocracy just prior to the French 
Revolution.  The story centers on the rivalry of two 
aristocrats, Marquise de Merteuil and Vicomte de 
Valmont, who use seduction to manipulate and hu-
miliate others.  Merteuil seeks to corrupt the vir-
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Dangerous Liaisons 

tuous young Cecile de Volanges, while Valmont has his sights on seducing the 
married Mme de Tourvel.  Spite and revenge drive each to pursue the object of 
the other’s desire, the rivalry escalates to war, and the two duel to settle the score.  
One dies, and damage, guilt and suffering inhabits the lives of the survivors.   
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Songs of Innocence and of Experience

Songs of Innocence and of Experience is a collection of 
45 poems by English poet William Blake.  Songs of 
Innocence appeared in 1789 with engraved illustra-
tions. Songs of Experience was added in 1794 when 
the collection was published as Songs of Innocence 
and Experience Showing the Two Contrary States 
of the Human Soul. Innocence and experience are 
states of mind and ways of seeing that correspond to 
the classical model of “paradise” and “fall”, as in Mil-
ton’s Paradise Lost and Paradise Regained.  Blake 
helped formulate the Romantic notion of childhood 
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as a state of innocence without fear, inhibition, or corruption; and adulthood as 
a contrary, fallen state of original sin prey to oppression, corruption, and power. 
The opposition is reinforced by poems with like titles and contrasting themes in 
each part. The poems are short, simple, and acutely sensitive to both joys of life 
and the harsh realities of class and poverty in the emerging Industrial Revolution. 
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The Age of Reason is a treatise by Thomas Paine that 
advances the philosophy of Deism, which holds 
that God exists and created the universe but does 
not interfere directly with the world.  It was popular 
among intellectuals during the Enlightenment, in-
cluding the founders of the United States, because 
it solved problems central to conventional Christian 
theology such as the Trinity, divine revelation, and 
the interpretation of miracles, while holding that rea-
son, observation, and natural law were sufficient to 
confirm the existence of the creator.  The premises 
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The Age of Reason

and arguments were made accessible to the masses by Paine’s engaging, straight-
forward and irreverent style familiar to readers of his pamphlets Common Sense 
and The American Crisis.  The book was published in three parts, which were 
distributed as inexpensive pamphlets and within the reach of most buyers. It be-
came a bestseller in the United States and led to a revival of the interest in Deism.  
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This volume contains the pamphlets by Thomas 
Paine that inspired the American Revolution. Com-
mon Sense argued for seeking independence from 
Britain when the matter was the issue of the day. 
Reasoned and written in a clear, simple style, Paine 
structured Common Sense as a sermon to make his 
case, drawing together the drive for independence 
with prevailing dissenting Protestant tenets to forge a 
uniquely American political identity. Published Janu-
ary 10, 1776, it became an instant sensation. The first 
of sixteen The American Crisis pamphlets published 
during the American Revolution begins with “These 
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are the times that try men’s souls…”.  Signed “Common Sense”, Paine’s writings 
clarified the issues, improved morale, appealed to the good sense of the En-
glish and argued against a negotiated peace. George Washington had it read 
aloud to the Continental Army before the Battle of Trenton to bolster morale.  

Common Sense and the American Crisis
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“These are the times that try men’s souls: The sum-
mer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this cri-
sis, shrink from the service of his country; but he that 
stands by it now, deserves the love and thanks of man 
and woman.” So begins the first of The American Crisis 
series of pamphlets by Thomas Paine published during 
the American Revolution between 1776 and 1783. 
George Washington was so moved by the first in the 
series that he had it read aloud to the Continental Army 
on December 23, 1776, three days before the Battle 
of Trenton, to bolster morale. Thirteen numbered 
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pamphlets appeared in 1776 and 1776 and appeared at critical junctures of the 
early days of the struggle; three more appeared between 1777 and 1783. Signed 
with the pseudonym “Common Sense”, Paine wrote in simple language that ev-
eryone could understand, and his writings clarified the issues, improved morale, 
appealed to the good sense of the English and argued against a negotiated peace.
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Common Sense articulated the argument for seeking in-
dependence from Britain when the matter was the issue 
of the day. Reasoned and written in a clear, simple style, 
Paine structured Common Sense as a sermon using 
Biblical references to make his case, drawing together 
the drive for independence with prevailing dissenting 
Protestant tenets to forge a uniquely American political 
identity. Published anonymously on January 10, 1776, 
it became an instant sensation. Its sales in proportion to 
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the overall population remain the highest of any book published in American history. 
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