
The Symposium is a fictional work that depicts a friend-
ly gathering of notable men at the home of tragic 
poet Agathon in Athens at a symposium, a kind of 
after-party with drinking and dancing that took place 
after a banquet.  Written about 385 BCE, it is appre-
ciated for both its philosophical depth and its literary 
value. The guests include the philosopher Socrates, 
the comic playwright Aristophanes, and the general 
Alcibiades. Eryximachus, a physician, challenges each 
of them to deliver an extemporaneous speech on the 
topic of Eros, the God of love and desire.  The narra-
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The Symposium

tive is structured as a story within a story within a story. Here Eros is recognized 
both as erotic love and a spiritual quality seeking beauty of body and mind. Like 
many of Plato’s works, The Symposium is a dialogue, but here the form is a series of 
speeches that reflect different points of view, as opposed to question, and answer. 
The dialectic is found in the differences in contradictions among the speeches. 
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Oedipus Rex

Sophocles - The Theban Plays
Oedipus at Colonus

Set near Athens in the village of Colonus, Sophocles’ 
birthplace, Oedipus at Colonus describes the last day 
of the tragic life of Oedipus. As ever, a prophecy lies 
at the center of the plot: Oedipus will die at a sacred 
place of the Furies and will be a blessing to the coun-
try where he is laid to rest. We begin with Antigone 
leading the aged, blind Oedipus into the sacred grove 
of the Furies, where the play takes place. The Furies, 
goddesses who pursue violators of blood relation-
ships, should be seeking revenge.  When his identity 
is discovered, Oedipus appeals for mercy, explaining 

that his crimes were committed unknowingly. He requests sanctuary and a sanctified 
burial from the king, promising blessings from the gods and a defense of the city 
in return. After challenges, trickery, treachery and paradoxes, a thunderstorm signals 
that his time has come for completing his transformation from a disgraced beggar to 
a valiant survivor and testament to the human ability to persevere. Amen.

Antigone is the third of Sophocles’ Theban plays 
based on the myth of Oedipus. We begin after the 
death of Oedipus as his two sons Eteocles and Poly-
nices wage a civil war for the kingship. Both die in 
battle. Creon, their successor, rules that Eteocles will 
be buried and Polynices, challenger to the throne, 
will be left to rot on the battlefield. Antigone defies 
Creon in order to give her brother a proper burial. 
She is caught and condemned to be buried alive. 
Her fiancé, Creon’s son Haemon, tries to dissuade 
his father, to no avail. The blind prophet Tiresias re-

ports that the gods are not happy and persuades Creon that the gods want Polynices 
buried, warning that all of Greece will despise him if he refuses. He relents, but too late. 
Antigone has hung herself; Haemon found her and killed himself; Creon’s wife did 
the same when she learned about her son. The play is a model of classic Greek tragedy 
and raises issues of law and morality that resonate today after over two thousand years.
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Oedipus Rex - dramatic reading Francis Storr Cast 1:24

Plays DB-1286 CJ-1286 CD-1286 DL-1286
Oedipus Rex - solo reading Edward Hayes Plumptre Expatriate 1:42

Oedipus at Colonus - dramatic reading Francis Storr Cast 1:36
Plays DB-1287 CJ-1287 CD-1287 DL-1287

Oedipus at Colonus - solo reading Richard Claverhouse Jebb Expatriate 1:48

Antigone - dramatic reading Francis Storr Cast 1:14
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Oedipus Rex is the first of Sophocles’ Theban 
plays and is regarded by many as the masterpiece 
of Greek tragedy. The back story is the myth of Oe-
dipus, who his home in Corinth to avoid a terrible 
prophecy that he would kill his father marry and his 
mother. He defeated the Sphinx, lifting a curse on 
Thebes, and was rewarded with the kingship and 
the hand of the widowed Jocasta.  Now a plague 
is afflicting the city.  The oracle at Delphi instructs 
Oedipus to search for the killer of Laius. Oedipus 
consults the blind seer Tiresias, who reluctantly tells 

him that the perpetrator is none other than Oedipus himself. Disbelief and accusa-
tions follow, Jocasta intervenes and Oedipus starts to learn more about Laius’ death 
and his real parentage.  As the unfortunate truth of the prophecy is revealed, Jocasta 
hangs herself and the horrified Oedipus gouges out his own eyes and seeks exile.  
Answers to the eternal questions of “Who am I?” and “What have I done?” could 
not be more shattering.

Antigone

The Republic of Plato is probably the most influential 
work of philosophy and political theory in history.  Its 
ten books of dialogs address the question of whether a 
just man or unjust man achieves the greatest happiness 
by considering the governance and culture of a series of 
hypothetical cities.  Translator Benjamin Jowett writes 
in his introduction that “The principles of definition, 
the law of contradiction, the fallacy of arguing in a 
circle, the distinction between the essence and acci-
dents of a thing or notion, between means and ends, 
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The Republic of Plato

between causes and conditions; also the division of the mind into the rational, 
concupiscent, and irascible elements, or of pleasures and desires into necessary 
and unnecessary—these and other great forms of thought are all of them to be 
found in the Republic, and were probably first invented by Plato.”  It is no won-
der that The Republic has been a centerpiece of a classical education for centuries.
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The Odyssey, an epic poem composed by Homer in 
part as sequel to The Iliad, is the tale of the Odysseus 
(Ulysses in Roman mythology) on his journey home 
to Ithaca from the ten year Trojan War. All starts out 
well with Aeolus, the god of wind, bagging up the 
“bad winds,” for Odysseus and seeing him off on what 
should be a short voyage home. But nothing’s that easy. 
The crew untie the bag and for ten years Odysseus and 
his mates, most of whom don’t survive the journey, are 
tossed about the known world to encounter one trial 
after another. 

The Odyssey
Author:  Homer (c. 8th cen - c. 8th cen) 
Translator: Samuel Butler (1835 - 1902) 
Length: 11 hours 44 minutes
Read by:  Read by multiple readers
Format: MP3 CD in DVD case
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Homecoming is a deep seated thing: to arrive again where those who know us best 
can see in stark relief the person we have become compared with the person we 
were when last we met. It is the one true measure of growth, aging, progress and 
mortality. It lies deep within us. The Odyssey gives it exposition, laying bear the long-
ing and the struggles of that epic voyage which is life itself.     
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The Iliad is an epic poem that recounts the conflict 
between Agamemnon, the man of power, and Achil-
les, the genius of war, set within the larger tale of the 
ten year Trojan War. The story is told in flashbacks and 
flash-forwards; by the end the poem has told a fairly 
complete story of the war.  The utterly human story has 
resonated down the centuries.  The ugly man of pow-
er:  selfish, greedy, entitled and obsessed.  The young, 
beautiful star, burdened with greatness.  The authentic 
versus the phony.  Same old story.

The Iliad
Author:  Homer (c. 8th cen - c. 8th cen) 
Translator: Samuel Butler (1835 - 1902)
Read by:  Multiple readers
Length: 14 hours 24 minutes 
Format: MP3 CD in DVD case
Genre: Classics, Poetry, War & Military Fiction

The Iliad was composed sometime between 760 and 710 B.C. and was passed down 
by oral tradition. There’s a story that around 700 B.C. a virtual riot broke out when 
some upstart in the Academy proposed to write it down. The older, wiser men 
believed transcription would destroy the Greek facility for memorization, not to 
mention silencing of the sound of the poetry itself.   This reading returns this epic 
to the original oral tradition.
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Aristotle coined the term “ethics” to define a field 
of study first undertaken by Socrates and Plato 
that seeks a rational answer to the question of 
how human beings should best live. He consid-
ered ethics as a practical study, along with politics 
and poetics and rhetoric. At the core is the notion 
of moral virtue, an excellence of character that 
develops in part due to upbringing and in part as 
a result of habits of action. He outlines four car-
dinal virtues of prudence, temperance, courage 
and justice, which combine in the continuing 
effort to achieve the highest human good. Rea-
son is a critical component of virtue, as it is what 
sets humans apart. In his words, “The function of 
man is activity of soul in accordance with reason”. 
This edition includes his two main treatises o 
Ethics. Chapters IV-VI of the Eudemian Ethics 
are identical to books V-VII in the Nicomachean 
Ethics and are omitted from the earlier group.

The Poetics & Rhetoric

The Constitution of Athens

The Constitution of Athens is a document at-
tributed to Aristotle that describes the political 
system of ancient Athens.  The work is two parts.  
The first part, chapters 1 - 41, describes the evo-
lution of the various versions of the constitution 
up to 403BC. The second part describes the city’s 
institutions and how they operate. Chronicles of 
ancient scholars indicate that it stemmed from an 
assignment given to Aristotle’s students to prepare 
descriptions of the constitution of 158 Greek cit-
ies, and that references suggest it was written be-
tween 325 and 322 BC.  As such, it was not part 
of the work collected in the Corpus Aristotelicum, 
and the only one of Aristotle’s writings intended 
for publication that have survived.  It was lost to 
history until two leaves of a papyrus codex con-
taining a part of the text were discovered in Egypt 
in 1879.  A more extensive papyrus text surfaced 

in Egypt in 1890 and was acquired by the British Museum that same year.  The first translation was 
by Frederick G. Kenyon in 1891, and the English edition of that translation is used for this reading.  

Rhetoric
Nicomachean Ethics is the best known and most 
mature of his ethical writings and was proba-
bly edited by his son and pupil Nicomachus, 
from which the name derives. It consists of ten 
books which were originally separate scrolls 
based on notes from his lectures at the Lyceum. 
It became a core work throughout history and 
was instrumental in the formation of European 
law and both Christian and Muslim theology. 

Nicomachean Ethics

Nicomachean Ethics is the best known and most 
mature of his ethical writings and was proba-
bly edited by his son and pupil Nicomachus, 
from which the name derives. It consists of ten 
books which were originally separate scrolls 
based on notes from his lectures at the Lyceum. 
It became a core work throughout history and 
was instrumental in the formation of European 
law and both Christian and Muslim theology. 

The Ethics of Aristotle describes the means to the 
happy life of virtue intended by nature. In The Politics 
of Aristotle  he describes the vital role the political 
community plays in fostering the well-being of its 
citizens. In doing so he surveys the types of commu-
nities and governments that existed and how many 
fall short of the ideal, which is a constitutional form. 
While many of his precepts and goals may seem un-
usual and outdated today, there is much that stands 
the test of time, in particular his belief in the need for 
active participation in politics, in the relationship of 
the well-being of the people to that of the communi-
ty, and his analysis of factors that bring about stability 
and revolution.  Many of the issues raised, notably the 
importance of the middle class and the role of wealth 
in a democracy, are as relevant today as they were then.

The Politics of Aristotle

Poetics
Nicomachean Ethics is the best known and most 
mature of his ethical writings and was proba-
bly edited by his son and pupil Nicomachus, 
from which the name derives. It consists of ten 
books which were originally separate scrolls 
based on notes from his lectures at the Lyceum. 
It became a core work throughout history and 
was instrumental in the formation of European 
law and both Christian and Muslim theology. 

Eudemian Ethics
Eudemian Ethics is the shorter and lesser known 
of Aristotle’s treatises on ethics. The title is de-
rived from his pupil Eudemus of Rhodes, who 
may have helped edit the work, and its compan-
ion Greek word eudaimonia is often translated 
as well-being and happiness. It consists of eight 
books, three of which (IV-VI) are identical 
to books V-VII in the Nicomachean Ethics. 

Aristotle coined the term “ethics” to define a field 
of study first undertaken by Socrates and Plato 
that seeks a rational answer to the question of 
how human beings should best live. He consid-
ered ethics as a practical study, along with politics 
and poetics and rhetoric. At the core is the notion 
of moral virtue, an excellence of character that 
develops in part due to upbringing and in part as 
a result of habits of action. He outlines four car-
dinal virtues of prudence, temperance, courage 
and justice, which combine in the continuing 
effort to achieve the highest human good. Rea-
son is a critical component of virtue, as it is what 
sets humans apart. In his words, “The function of 
man is activity of soul in accordance with reason”. 
This edition includes his two main treatises o 
Ethics. Chapters IV-VI of the Eudemian Ethics 
are identical to books V-VII in the Nicomachean 
Ethics and are omitted from the earlier group.

The Ethics of Aristotle
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The Golden Ass is the only novel written in Latin from 
the time of ancient Rome to have survived intact.  It 
tells the story of a young man fascinated by magic 
who accidentally transforms himself into an ass while 
performing a spell intended to transform himself into 
a bird.  This leads, of course, to a long journey, full of 
tales of trials and tribulations, before his eventual res-
cue and salvation by the goddess Isis.  Lucius’ lot is cast 
with thieves, murderers, slaves, and wretched freemen, 
and the book is the only surviving work from antiquity 
to depict the wretched conditions of the lower classes. 

Author:  Lucius Apuleis (129 - 180 AD)  
Translator: Thomas Taylor (1758 - 1835)
Read by:  Multiple readers 
Length:  9 hours 51 minutes
Format: MP3 CD 
Genre: War & Military 

The Golden Ass

The style is innovative, mannerly, and exuberant, and the writing imaginative, wit-
ty, and sexually frank. The Golden Ass is a picaresque novel, with frequent inset 
stories, some interlocking with the plot, and others independent of it. As such, 
the book is a precursor to works by Rabelais, Boccaccio, Cervantes, and Chaucer, 
among others.  
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Epictetus was a philosopher in the Stoic school. His 
teachings were transcribed by his pupil Arrian from 
memory after lessons in The Discourses.  The Enchiridion 
is a digest of the Discourses, and The Golden Sayings 
is a further distillation consisting of almost 300 aph-
orisms. Epictetus distinguishes between those things 
within our power and things over which we have no 
power. The basis of philosophy is self-knowledge, and 
that the only things within our power are those we 
generate from within – impulses, opinions, desires and 
aversions. Everything else is out of our control and 

Author:  Epictetus (AD c. 55 - 135)
Translator: Hastings Crossley
Read by: Multiple readers
Format: MP3 CD
Length: 2 hours 38 minutes 
Genre: Philosophy

The Golden Sayings of Epictetus

subject to fate. Good and evil rests in the power of choice. Reason alone is good; 
one should understand not only what to do, but why. Application of reason in the 
choice of action over things within our power is path to peace of mind.  His philos-
ophy has been an inspiration to leaders from the Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius 
to James Joyce, J.D. Salinger, and Tom Wolfe in more modern times.
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Marcus Aurelius embodied the qualities Plato sought 
in the best of leaders. The Meditations of Marcus Aure-
lius, Emperor of Rome set forth the great man’s musings 
and judgments of himself and others in accord with 
those principles of stoicism that look to nature for 
truth.  Unlike many of his predecessors, Marcus Au-
relius concerned himself with the moral imperative of 
goodness and reflected often on what it meant to be a 
good man. “Alone of the emperors,” wrote the historian 
Herodian, “he gave proof of his learning not by mere 
words or knowledge of philosophical doctrines but by 
his blameless character and temperate way of life.” The 

Author:  Marcus Aurelius (129 - 180 AD)  
Translator: George Long
Read by:  Multiple readers 
Length:  6 hours 47 minutes
Format: MP3 CD
Genre: War & Military

The Meditations of Marcus Aurelius

Meditations were written in Greek while on campaign between 170 - 180 AD in 
twelve books of passages as short as a sentence and as long as an extended para-
graph. Aurelius here distinguishes himself as a philosopher-king, a thinker and a 
writer, as well as a man of military might and strategic skill.
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The Metamorphoses of Ovid

Ovid’s Metamorphoses is a Latin narrative poem written 
in an epic style that sets out to chronicle no less than the 
entire history of the world from creation through the 
deification of Julius Caesar in a framework that loosely 
blends history and mythology. A rollercoaster ride of 
a read, the poem weaves over 250 myths through 15 
books and 11,995 lines into a tapestry of varying tones 
with a common thread of change and transformation 
and the recurring theme of love. The Metamorphoses is 
a virtual encyclopedia of mythology and served as the 
main source of myth for many writers and artists. Some 

Author:  Publius Ovidius Naso (Ovid) (c. 43 BC - 17AD) 
Translator: Brooks Moore
Read by: Multiple readers
Format: MP3 CD 
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Genre: Poetry, Myths, Legends

consider it to be the most important influence on western literature; its material 
features prominently in The Canterbury Tales, the Shakespeare plays, in Milton’s 
Paradise Lost, and in the works of Boccaccio, Dante, and Cervantes. Highly popular 
in the Renaissance, interest declined until a number of new translations in the last 
half of the 20th century sparked a renewed interest. 
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The Aeneid recounts the travels of Aeneas, a minor 
character in Homer’s Iliad, from Troy to Italy, where he 
founds the city-state destined to become center of the 
Roman Empire. Written between 29 and 19 B.C., the 
purpose of Virgil’s effort was to compose Rome’s epic 
founding myth. By 19 B.C. Rome dominated the world. 
The empire encompassed all of the civilized world and 
much of the world that had yet to be tamed, an empire 
so grand it called out for a history and mythology equal 
to its sheer size and strength. In composing The Aeneid, 
Virgil created a mythic character without firmly drawn 

The Aeneid
Author:  Virgil (70BC - 19 BC)
Translator: John Dryden (1631 - 1700)
Read by: Multiple readers
Length: 13 hours and 14 minutes 
Format: MP3 CD
Genre: Poetry, Epics, War & Military Fiction

characteristics as the protagonist of his epic poem, a hero who was a vague pres-
ence on the far edge of Roman consciousness. Ultimately The Aeneid did several 
things: it tied Rome to the legends of Troy, explained the Punic Wars, honored 
Roman virtues, and helped to legitimize the Julio-Claudian dynasty.     
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Commentaries on the Gallic War is Caesar’s account of 
his experience during the nine years he spent in the 
Gallic Wars. He describes the battles and political in-
trigues in his campaigns against the Germanic and 
Celtic peoples who opposed Roman conquest.  The 
work is used in teaching Latin as an example of sim-
ple, direct Latin prose and stylistic clarity.  It famously 
begins with the line “Gaul is a whole divided in three 
parts”, which is somewhat undermined by the fact 
that the borders of Gaul were ambiguous during the 

Commentaries on the Gallic War
Author:  Gaius Julius Caesar (100 BCE - 44 BCE)
Translator:  Thomas Taylor
Read by: Multiple readers
Length: 7 hours and 13 minutes 
Format: MP3 CD
Genre: History, Memoir, War & Military

time of the campaigns.  Generally the term refers to those parts of the region not 
conquered by the Romans, now most of modern France, Belgium, western Ger-
many and parts of Switzerland.  The word “Gaul” came to stand for uncouth or 
uncivilized areas and peoples.  Written between 58-49 BC, when Caesar’s political 
fortunes were ascendant, the commentaries aimed to increase his support by pro-
pagandizing his efforts to increase the influence and glory of Rome.

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB-1243 9.99

CD jacket CJ-1243 9.99

Paper sleeve CD-1243 4.99

Download DL-1243 4.99

Roman Classics

www.mp3audiobookclassics.com

https://www.mp3audiobookclassics.com/index.php?route=product/product&path=81_113&product_id=327
https://www.mp3audiobookclassics.com/index.php?route=product/product&path=81_113&product_id=106
https://www.mp3audiobookclassics.com/index.php?route=product/product&path=81_113&product_id=115
https://www.mp3audiobookclassics.com/index.php?route=product/product&path=81_113&product_id=348
https://www.mp3audiobookclassics.com/index.php?route=product/product&path=81_113&product_id=73
https://www.mp3audiobookclassics.com/index.php?route=product/product&path=81_113&product_id=328

