
The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer is a collec-
tion of stories told by a group of pilgrims who compete 
in a story-telling contest for a prize of a free dinner as 
they journey from Southwark to the shrine of Saint 
Thomas a Becket in Canterbury.  The tales, which are 
told in both prose and poetry, are earthy, candid, com-
ic and ironic, and often cast English society and the 
Anglican Church in a critical light. The structure of 
the work resembles The Decameron of Boccaccio, which 
Chaucer, a courtier and diplomat as well as an author, 
is likely to have read.  The Canterbury Tales appeared at 
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the end of the 14th Century and is considered the first important literary work 
written in Middle English, the language of the people, and became the base for 
the use of English in those great works that might otherwise have been written 
in Latin for the ever-dwindling audience who spoke, wrote and read that dying 
language.   Chaucer produced a long list of notable works, but The Canterbury Tales 
stand as his magnum opus that sealed his reputation as England’s first great poet.

The Canterbury Tales

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB-1174 12.99

CD jacket CJ-1174 12.99

Paper sleeve CD-1174 7.99

Download DL-1174 7.99

The Travels of Marco Polo is the English title of a trav-
elogue about Marco Polo’s travels to Asia and his ex-
periences at the court of Kublai Khan in the 13th cen-
tury. Polo left Venice with his father and uncle in 1276 
for China and left to return in 1291, arriving in Italy 
in 1295.  The book was written by French writer Rus-
tichello da Pisa from stories he heard from Marco Polo 
when two were imprisoned in Genoa during 1298-
1299.  The book was published about 1300 and titled 
both Book of the Marvels of the World and Description of 
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The Travels of Marco Polo

the World in French.  It consists of four books: Book One describes the Middle East 
and Central Asia; Book Two describes China; Book Three covers coastal lands of 
the east; Book Four describes the return to Italy. Produced before the advent of the 
printing press, the book was quite popular. The Travels of Marco Polo were an important 
influence in Christopher Columbus’ quest to seek a western route to Asia by sea.
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Paper sleeve CD-1133 5.99
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The Divine Comedy

The Divine Comedy is one of the greatest works in 
world literature. Written between 1308 and 1321 
- the end of the Middle Ages and the dawn of the 
Renaissance - it distills the essence of the medieval 
world-view.  The poem is structured in three canticas 
that represent the three realms of the dead: Inferno, 
Purgatorio and Paradiso. Each cantica is composed 
of 33 cantos, which, together with the introductory 
canto, comprise a total of 100 cantos.  The narrative 
describes Dante’s own allegorical journey through 
the realms to salvation, accompanied first by the 
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poet Virgil and later by his beloved Beatrice, and offers philosophical and mor-
al commentary along the way. Publication in Italian made the work accessible 
to a wide audience and contributed to the general growth in literacy.  A com-
plex work full of symbol and allegory, its influence is monumental. As T.S. Eliot 
wrote, “Dante and Shakespeare divide the world between them, there is no third.”
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Decameron range from the erotic to the tragic. Tales of wit, practical jokes, and 
life lessons contribute to the mosaic. In addition to its literary value and wide-
spread influence (for example on Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales), it provides a docu-
ment of life at the time. Written in the vernacular (the language of Florence), 
it is considered the masterpiece of classical early Italian prose. (Wikipedia)

The Decameron, subtitled Prince Galehaut, is a col-
lection of novellas by the 14th-century Italian au-
thor Giovanni Boccaccio (1313–1375). The book 
is structured as a frame story containing 100 tales 
told by a group of seven young women and three 
young men sheltering in a secluded villa just out-
side Florence to escape the Black Death, which was 
afflicting the city. Boccaccio probably conceived 
The Decameron after the epidemic of 1348, and com-
pleted it by 1353. The various tales of love in The 
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The Tale of Genji

The Tale of Genji  is a classic of Japanese literature that depicts the manners and 

intrigues of members of the court culture.  The novel was written in installments 

delivered periodically to an audience of aristocratic women the early 11th centu-

ry and is attributed to Murasaki Shikibu, a noblewoman and lady-in-waiting. The 

story takes place over a long period of time, centers on Genji’s romantic escapades 

and depicts the highly regimented customs of the day.  There little in the way 

of plot, and a cast of some hundred characters come and go as the years go by, 

events evolve, affairs produce offspring, lovers die, power changes hands, and un-

expected consequences multiply.  Most of the characters are never given names, 
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but rather referred to by their social role.  The book ends abruptly in mid-sentence, and scholars have debated whether it 

was the intended ending, if there are missing chapters, or if Murasaki Shikibu simply left it unfinished.

The Tale of Genji

The Tale of Genji  is a classic of Japanese literature 
that depicts the manners and intrigues of members 
of the court culture.  The novel was written in in-
stallments delivered periodically to an audience of 
aristocratic women the early 11th century and is at-
tributed to Murasaki Shikibu, a noblewoman and 
lady-in-waiting. The story takes place over a long 
period of time, centers on Genji’s romantic esca-
pades and depicts the highly regimented customs of 
the day.  There little in the way of plot, and a cast of 
some hundred characters come and go as the years 
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Read by:   Multiple readers 
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Format: MP3 CD
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go by, events evolve, affairs produce offspring, lovers die, power changes hands, 
and unexpected consequences multiply.  Most of the characters are never giv-
en names, but rather referred to by their social role.  The book ends abruptly in 
mid-sentence, and scholars have debated whether it was the intended ending, 
if there are missing chapters, or if Murasaki Shikibu simply left it unfinished.
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Paper sleeve CD-1139 4.99
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Beowulf is the title of the oldest surviving epic 
poem of Old English and the first to be written in 
the English vernacular. Beowulf, the title charac-
ter, is a hero of the Geats in Scandinavia who travels 
to Denmark to help vanquish a monster from the 
swamplands known as Grendel who has been attack-
ing the mead hall of Hrogar, king of the Danes. He 
slays the demon and is then attacked by Grendel’s 
mother, who he also slays. He returns to Geatland 
a hero and later becomes king. After a prosperous 
reign of fifty years, he is attacked by a dragon but 
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Read by: Multiple readers
Format: MP3 CD
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is mortally wounded in the contest. The poem ends with his cremation on a fu-
neral pyre at sea and the interment of his ashes in a burial mound in Geatland.

Beowulf
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The Songs of Kabir is a collection of 100 poems attribut-
ed to the 15th-century Indian poet and mystic Kabir 
and translated by noted Indian poet Rabindranath 
Tagore.  Kabir was noted for combining elements of 
Sufism and Hinduism in his work.  At the time of pub-
lication in 1915 all the poems were thought to have 
been written by Kabir.  Scholars have since come to 
believe that only six are authentic, and that many of 
the remaining poems were likely written by followers 
of Kabir who were involved with the Bhakti movement 
in medieval India. There is also some concern that 

Songs of Kabir

Tagore may have imparted theological perspectives prevalent at the time onto the 
works in his translations. Initially titled One Hundred Poems of Kabir, the book in-
cluded an introduction by Evelyn Underhill and has become a classic in the West.  
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Paper sleeve CD-7007 3.99

Download DL-7007 3.99

The Perfumed Garden

The Perfumed Garden by Sheikh Nafzaoui is a fifteenth-cen-
tury Arabic sex manual and work of erotic literature. 
The book contains a discussion of qualities men and 
women should cultivate to be attractive, gives advice 
on sexual technique, and treats issues of sexual health, 
complete with remedies for sexual maladies.  It lists the 
many names used for private parts and briefly describes 
the nature of sex among animals.  Also included are a 
section on the interpretation of dreams and stories. The 
reputation of the book in the Arab world was similar to 
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that of the Arabian Nights. It is unique in “the seriousness with which the most lasciv-
ious and obscene matters are presented.” The Perfumed Garden was introduced to the 
English speaking world in a 1886 by Sir Richard Francis Burton, who compared 
the work to that of Rabelais and the French book Conjugal Love by Nicolas Venette. 
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Paper sleeve CD-1137 4.99

Download DL-1137 4.99

The Conference of the Birds is a masterpiece of Persian 
literature by poet Farid ud-Din Attar, also known as 
Attar of Nishapur.  The premise of the poem is a gath-
ering of the birds of the world called to select a sover-
eign leader. The wisest of the birds, the hoopoe, sug-
gests that they journey to find the legendary Simorgh, 
a benevolent female winged creature large enough to 
carry off an elephant and so old that it possesses the 
wisdom of the ages. To do so, they must cross seven 
dangerous valleys to reach distant China, home of the 
Simorgh.  Each bird represents a human fault which 

Author:    Farid ud-Din Attar (c. 1145 - c. 1221)
Translator: Edward FitzGerald 
Read by:     Josh Mitteldorf
Format: MP3 CD 
Length: 1 hour and 19 minutes
Genre: Poetry

The Conference of the Birds

stands in the way of enlightenment. Each tries to decline the daunting challenge. 
In spite of their concerns they make the eventful journey. Many perish along the 
way. Thirty survive to reach a lake in which they see their own reflection and re-
alize that they collectively are the Simorgh. This reading is of the translation by 
Edward FitzGerald, noted for his translation of the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam.
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Paper sleeve CD-1242 4.99

Download DL-1242 4.99

The Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám 

The Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám is a translation by En-
glishman Edward FitzGerald of poems by the Per-
sian Omar Khayyám. The word rubaiyat combines 
the term ‘rubai’, meaning a two line stanza with two 
parts per line, and ‘yat’, meaning four.  Khayyám 
produced over one thousand such stanzas. The En-
glish translations by Fitzgerald are the best known 
and consist of about one hundred quatrains in each 
of five editions which appeared over the course of 
thirty years between 1859 and 1889. The transla-
tions are by no means literal or exacting. FitzGer-
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ald admittedly took liberties while taking pains to capture and render the spirit 
of the original. Numerous phrases that have entered the cultural lexicon have 
their origins in the Rubaiyat, the most common cited being “A Book of Verses 
underneath the Bough, A Jug of Wine, a Loaf of Bread--and Thou”.  Lines and 
phrase from the poem have served as titles for many literary and dramatic works.
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Download DL-1100 4.99

The forty-three poems in this collection serve as an 
excellent introduction to the writer who continues 
to be the most popular poet in Iran. Hafiz was a Sufi 
and wrote primarily lyric poetry, or ghazals, a style 
well suited for expressing the ecstasy of divine inspi-
ration, often called “the beloved.”  His themes include 
love, faith, and protest, and he employs irony and 
satire to trat topics such as hypocrisy. His settings 
often include wine and taverns, which portray the 
pursuit of ecstasy and freedom in the physical world 
as a metaphor for the realm of divine love.  The first 
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Translator: Gertrude Bell 
Read by:    Kevin W. Davidson 
Length: 1 hour and 28 minutes
Format: MP3 CD
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Poems from the Divan of Hafiz

English translation of his work appeared in 1771 and influenced writers such as 
Thoreau, Goethe, and Emerson, who called him “a poet’s poet”.  There is no de-
finitive version of his collected works (or Divan). Published editions range from 
to 573 to 994 poems.  His poems are found in the homes of most Persian-speak-
ing people and are often committed to memory and used as proverbs and sayings.
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The Magna Carta Libertatum, which is Medieval Latin 
meaning “the Great Charter of the Liberties”, was the 
product of several iterations over a period of nearly 
a hundred years.  The first Magna Carta was drafted 
in 1215 by the Archbishop of Canterbury to make 
peace between the unpopular King John and the 25 
land-owning barons throughout the Kingdom.  It pro-
vided for the protection of church rights, protection of 
the barons from illegal imprisonment, access to swift 
process of justice, and limitations on feudal payments 
to the Crown. Both sides failed to honor the agree-

Author:   25 Barons and a King (1215 - 1297)
Read by:    Jim Mowatt 
Length: 28 minutes
Format: MP3 CD, download
Genre: Non-Fiction, Law, History, Political Philosophy

Magna Carta Libertatum

ment, and the charter was annulled by Pope Innocent III. A revised document was 
issued after King John’s death in 1216 and formed part of the peace treaty that 
ended the First Baron’s War in 1217.  Henry reissued the charter in 1225 and his 
son, Edward I, did the same in 1297, at which time it was confirmed as part of 
England’s statute law. Thereafter it was renewed by each succeeding monarch.  
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