
“A Modest Proposal” is a satiric essay written by Jon-
athan Swift in 1729 and published anonymously as 
a pamphlet that suggests that the Irish might find 
some release from their perpetual economic trou-
bles by selling their children as a nourishing delicacy 
to their wealthy English overlords.  It is presented as 
a straightforward economic treatise that proceeds 
with well-reasoned deliberation to an unthinkable 
and absurd conclusion. In doing so it makes a blis-
tering commentary on the merciless legal and eco-
nomic exploitation of Ireland by the English as well 
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A Modest Proposal

as on rationalistic modern ways of thinking that give short shrift to human val-
ues. The work is held to be a masterpiece of satire and a worthy descendant of 
the great works of the Roman satirist Juvenal.  The term “modest proposal” has 
to come to symbolize any proposition to address a problem with an efficient 
but ridiculous cure is used as an allusion to this style of straight-faced satire.

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB-6000 7.99

CD jacket CJ-6000 7.99

Paper sleeve CD-6000 3.99

Download DL-6000 2.99

Gulliver’s Travels

George Orwell called Gulliver’s Travels one of the 
six essential works in all literature.  A  parody of the 
traveler’s tale genre popular at the time exemplified 
by Robinson Crusoe, the book recounts four voyag-
es in which the naïve Gulliver is taken by accidents 
to strange and foreign lands.  He first finds himself a 
giant among tiny people, then a tiny person among 
giants. He is rescued by a flying island of feckless 
rationalists pursuing absurd projects, then classed 
with hideous humanoid Yahoos by the noble equine 
race of idealists the Houyhnhnms. Cast out by fate 
again and again, the once adventurous and optimis-
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tic Gulliver returns to England a misanthropic recluse, choosing to spend his 
time at the stables instead of society.  A biting satire on human nature, Gulli-
ver’s Travels was an instant hit when it appeared. It was published anonymous-
ly and changes were made to avoid censure by the government. The publish-
er used five printers to keep up with demand, which sold out in its first week. 
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The Dead

“The Dead” is a long short story by James Joyce that ap-
pears as the last item in Dubliners. The central character 
is Gabriel Conroy, a professor and part time reviewer 
of books. The setting is a Christmas party thrown by 
his two aunts, Kate and Julia Morkin, doyennes of the 
Dublin music world. As the party is breaking up, Ga-
briel sees how intensely his wife, Gretta, is listening to a 
song sung by Bartell D’Arcy, a noted Irish tenor, only to 
learn later that her emotions had been prompted by her 
memory of a young lover, Michael Furey, who had pre-
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ceded Gabriel and who had died for her love. When she declines his lovemaking 
overtures and goes to bed, he is left alone to dwell on his loneliness.  He has the un-
fortunate epiphany that she has never felt as passionate in their marriage. The silver 
lining is that he at last experiences a spiritual connection to others.  The story is the 
crowning glory of Dubliners and considered one of the best ever written by anyone. 
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Dubliners

Written before 1905, when Irish nationalism was on 
every Irishman’s mind, Dubliners is a compilation of 
stories that deal with characters who feel they have 
failed at life in an Ireland that has suffered mightily un-
der the yokes of two tyrants, the British Government 
and the Catholic Church. Seeking a sense of identity 
and purpose, James Joyce dissects the paralysis, inse-
curities, and failure to thrive in plain and simple lan-
guage.  Though many of the characters we meet in Dub-
liners will appear again in Ulysses, this is not the Joyce 
of Ulysses with its difficult language and allusions. 
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This is Joyce at his most matter of fact, providing the understatement necessary for 
wit and wisdom. The stories are brilliant, sometimes painful in their searing hones-
ty, humorous in the Irish way, and as illuminating as the moments of epiphany that 
Joyce wrote about as he formed, polished and nurtured his considerable aesthetic.
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A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man

James Joyce’s first novel,  A Portrait of the Artist as 
a Young Man (1916), is a mixture of memoir, reli-
gious philosophy, commentary, and aesthetics. Giv-
en Joyce‘s stature, how he came to reject his Church 
and most Irish conventions is a topic of intense. In 
great measure, A Portrait answers the question: how 
a hard drinking roustabout with a delicate constitu-
tion, amazing verbal gifts, convinced of his genius 
and prone to extreme behavior, became a demigod 
among writers and readers alike. A Portrait almost 
failed to see the light of day. In his despair over 
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being ignored and discounted by other writers, critics and publishers, Joyce 
tossed the manuscript into a fire after a night of heavy drinking. It burned until 
his wife, Nora, rescued the pages. A grateful Joyce, who knew most of his work 
by heart, admitted that there were sections of A Portrait so well crafted that 
he would never have been able to reconstruct them had they been destroyed.    
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Ulysses

The greatness of Ulysses (1922) is paralleled by its 
reputation for great difficulty. This is unfortunate; al-
though a few of its eighteen episodes are difficult, most 
are readily accessible. Modernism often looked back-
ward to the classics to make them new with the stylistic 
innovations of post-World War I Europe.  Joyce based 
his story of Leopold Bloom, an advertisement canvass-
er, and Stephen Daedalus, a young artist, on Homer’s 
Odyssey. Spanning one day in Dublin and mapping 
to the eighteen episodes of the Greek classic, Ulyss-
es is filled with references and allusions that create a 
meta-novel in which the thoughts of Bloom, Daeda-
lus and Bloom’s wife, Molly, describe their subjective 
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views alongside a narrator’s objective view of reality. Each episode uses a different 
style to set forth an encyclopedia of knowledge, focused on an Irishman’s point of 
view regarding the state of Irish and English literature from Beowulf to Modern-
ism. Many believe that Ulysses is the greatest work of fiction of the 20th century.

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB2-2001 14.99

CD jacket CJ2-2001 12.99

Paper sleeve CD2-2001 9.99

Download DL-2001 7.49

USB drive USB-2001 15.99

Irish Literature

www.mp3audiobookclassics.com22

https://www.mp3audiobookclassics.com/index.php?route=product/product&path=60_75&product_id=364
https://www.mp3audiobookclassics.com/index.php?route=product/product&path=60_75&product_id=181
https://www.mp3audiobookclassics.com/index.php?route=product/product&product_id=404
https://www.mp3audiobookclassics.com/index.php?route=product/product&product_id=229
https://www.mp3audiobookclassics.com/index.php?route=product/product&product_id=83


Carmilla

Presented as a chapter from the casebook of Dr. Hes-
selius, Carmilla is narrated by Laura, daughter of an 
Englishman living in the deep forest of Austria. She has 
persistent childhood memories of a visitor in her bed-
chamber.  Years later an accident brings a mysterious 
injured young woman into their home; Laura imme-
diately recognizes the figure from her memory. At the 
same time her father learns of the death of a colleague’s 
daughter. A painting of Laura’s ancestor, Countess 
Karnstein, arrives and bears an identical likeness to their 
visitor. Laura and her father meet his colleague, Gener-
al Spielsdorf, who relates a story of the vampire who 
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caused of his daughter’s death and is searching for the tomb of the Countess. The 
General unmasks Carmilla when she appears on the scene, which leads to the inev-
itable conflict and climax.  Serialized in 1871-2 and published as a book soon after, 
the story has influenced many others since, notably Dracula and The Turn of the Screw.
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“William Butler Yeats had a lifelong interest in Irish 
folklore.  In The Celtic Twilight he collects tales told by 
friends, neighbors and acquaintances that venture into 
the realm of the mystical and magical.  The title refers to 
the pre-dawn hours when Druid rituals were performed. 
These words from his introduction give a good sense 
of his purpose in plucking this “handful of dreams”. 
I have desired… to create a little world out of the beau-
tiful, pleasant, and significant things of this marred 
and clumsy world, and to show in a vision something 
of the face of Ireland to any of my own people who 
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The Celtic Twilight

would look where I bid them. I have therefore written down accurately and can-
didly much that I have heard and seen, and, except by way of commentary, noth-
ing that I have merely imagined. I have, however, been at no pains to separate my 
own beliefs from those of the peasantry, but have rather let my men and women, 
dhouls and faeries, go their way unoffended or defended by any argument of mine. 
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Critics often divide the work of W. B. Yeats into three periods. 
His return to Ireland in 1896 marked a transition to his second 
period, characterized by a strong interest in Irish legends and 
myths. The Wind Among the Reeds (1899) was written at the 
peak of this period. Taken together the poems tell a tale of quest 
and loss, and feature a variety of personae: Aedh, a figure derived 
from from Aodh, a Celtic god of death; Michael Robartes; Red  
Hanrahan; and Mongan, a figure from Celtic literature. Scholar 
Virginia Hyde writes that the poems “sound keynotes of painful 
desire, world-weariness, and apocalyptic fantasy... In Yeats’s ico-
nography, the reeds represent all perishable mortal things while 
the wind signifies the uncanny immortal powers buffeting them 
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The Wind in the Reeds

and interacting with them; wind also suggests to Yeats the “vague desires” of humans who are 
forever unsatisfied by the transient and palpable. ”  Many are intense love poems, and can be 
seen as a quasi-biographical story of Yeats’ unrequited passion for revolutionary Maud Gonne. 
Stylistically the poems arange from simple ballads to stately verse, lush in diction, with echoes 
of Spenser, Blake and Shelley.  The volume closes with notes on the characters and subjects.
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The Wild Swans at Coole is a lyric poem by W. B. Yeats 
as well as the title of collections of his poems pub-
lished in 1917 and 1919.  Coole refers to the Galway 
home of his friend and colleague Lady Gregory. The 
collection is dedicated to the memory of her son 
Major Robert Gregory, an airman who lost his life to 
friendly fire in World War I.  The initial release of the 
collection contained 19 poems and a play. The second 
edition published in London and New York by Mac-
millan dropped the play and grew to include 40 poems. 
Written during his mid-fifties, the title poem wrestles 
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The Wild Swans at Coole

with the melancholy of encroaching age, romantic rejections, and the ongoing ten-
sions of both Irish and European political conflicts.  The larger collection iterates 
themes of Irish Nationalism and the establishment of a distinct Irish literary voice 
and aesthetic. Notable poems in the collection include “The Wild Swans at Coole”, 
“An Irish Airman Foresees his Death”, and “On Being Asked for a War Poem”. 
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The Picture of Dorian Gray

The Picture of Dorian Gray is a portrait by artist Ba-
sil Hallward of young and handsome Dorian Gray. 
Infatuated by Dorian’s beauty, Basil believes it is re-
sponsible for a new mode in his art. Dorian meets 
and becomes enthralled by Lord Henry Wotton, 
a friend of Basil’s, who espouses a new hedonism 
in which the only things worth pursuing in life are 
beauty and fulfillment of the senses. Realizing that 
one day his beauty will fade, Dorian whimsically 
expresses a desire to sell his soul to ensure that the 
portrait will age rather than him. His wish is fulfilled, 
and when he subsequently pursues a life of debauch-
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ery, the portrait serves as a reminder of the effect of each act, with each sin dis-
played as a disfigurement of his form or as a sign of aging. The Picture of Dorian 
Gray is considered a work of classic Gothic fiction with a strong Faustian theme.
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The Importance of Being Earnest, A Trivial Comedy 
for Serious People, was first performed on February 
14, 1895 at the St. James’s Theatre in London. It is a 
farcical comedy in which the protagonists maintain 
fictitious personæ in order to escape burdensome 
social obligations. Working within the social con-
ventions of late Victorian London, the play’s major 
themes are the triviality with which it treats institu-
tions as serious as marriage, and the resulting satire 
of Victorian ways. Contemporary reviews all praised 
the play’s humor, though some were cautious about 
its explicit lack of social messages, while others fore-
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saw the modern consensus that it was the culmination of Wilde’s artistic career 
so far. Its high farce and witty dialogue have helped make The Importance of Be-
ing Earnest Wilde’s most enduringly popular play. It has been revived many times 
since its premiere and has been adapted for the cinema on three occasions.
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