
 The Time Machine (1895) turns on the notion of a 
“time machine” that can travel forward and backward in 
time at will.  Its principle character is an English inventor 
known only as the Time Traveler, who tells an extraordi-
nary tale of a journey hundreds of thousands of years into 
the future, where he encounters a passive race of humans 
called the Eloi and a brutish parallel race of Morlocks, 
who live underground and feed on the Eloi. They discov-
er and impound his machine; the story revolves on his ef-
forts to get it back and escape. After recounting this tale he 

embarks on a second journey and disappears. Along the way we are treated to descrip-
tions and speculations on how and why the race has degenerated and the earth is dy-
ing, views that reflect Wells’ own views. The story has been frequently, most notably in 
the 1960 film, which won the Academy Award for its time-lapse photographic effects. 

The Time Machine
Author:   H.G. Wells
Read by:   Mark Nelson
Length:  3 hours 38 minutes
Format:  MP3 CD
Genre:  Science Fiction

Package SKU MSL

DVD case DB-1062 9.99

CD jacket CJ-1062 9.99

Paper sleeve CD-1062 4.99

Download DL-1062 4.99

Twenty Thousand Leagues Under The Sea

Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea (1869) chron-
icles a 69,000 mile voyage through the world’s oceans 
in the submersible ship Nautilus, the sixth in a series of 
fifty-four written by Jules Verne between 1863 and 1905.  
Noted reviewer Gary Westfahl remarks that it is refresh-
ing to read “truly scientific, prophetic science-fiction with 
the full accent on science”, not ”the weird or fantastic type 
which mistakenly masquerades under the name of sci-
ence-fiction today.” The messages of today’s popular sci-fi 
apocalyptic scenarios spell doomsday for mankind or, at 
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best, a dystopian nightmare.  Missing in current trends of anti-science craziness, snide 
social commentary, and reworked mythology is the wondrous anticipation that sci-
ence and its potential for bettering the human condition once held. Twenty Thousand 
Leagues points back to the traditional values of honesty, courage, virtue, honor, and 
hope that a scientifically empowered mankind will require to realize its noblest dreams.
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Scientist Edward Prendick is shipwrecked in the Pacif-
ic and alights on an island owned by a certain Doctor 
Moreau.  Prendick recalls the public outcry in London oc-
casioned by Moreau’s experiments in vivisection, and soon 
discovers the island is populated by humans with marked 
bestial characteristics. He attempts to flee, but Moreau ap-
prehends him and explains his mission is to humanize an-
imals, not the reverse, and that his efforts were marred by 
an unfortunate tendency of the subjects to revert to ani-
mal form.  Eventually a subject breaks free and attempts to 

kill the good doctor. Both are killed in the conflict and the compound is destroyed. The 
animals revert to nature, and Prendick escapes and returns home.  His account of the 
story is greeted as the ravings of a lunatic. Upon his return to civilization he sees many 
of his fellow men reverting to an animal state and retires to a reclusive life in the country. 
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ate, he seeks refuge in the home of Kemp, a former colleague, but finds he cannot 
manage in the open. He tries to use his invisibility to conduct a “Reign of Terror” 
but is foiled, leading to a dramatic, fatal denouement.  The premise and the por-
trayal of the gradual progression from gifted obsessive to insane psychopath have 
become staples of the genre and have led to countless adaptations and offshoots. 

The Invisible Man (1897) was the third of Wells’ five 
“scientific romances”. The title character, Griffin, is a sci-
entist studying optics who discovers a way to change 
a body’s refractive index to that of air, thus rendering 
the body invisible. He successfully tests the invention 
on himself but fails to reverse the effects. He wraps 
himself in bandages, finds lodging at a village inn, and 
spends his days seeking an antidote, venturing out 
only at night. He falls behind on his bill and skips out 
by undressing and taking flight. Increasingly desper-
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The War of the Worlds

The discovery of canals on Mars in 1877 prompted spec-
ulation that intelligent inhabitants of the planet were at-
tempting to send signals.  The War of the Worlds (1898) 
is a fictionalized chronicle of an alien encounter that creat-
ed the formula for alien invasion stories. In Book 1 – The 
Coming of the Martians a cylindrical object lands in Surrey. 
The narrator is among the first to encounter the “intense, 
inhuman, crippled and monstrous” Martians, and docu-
ments the entire invasion.  The Martians incinerate human 
opposition, Londoners are evacuated, and the Martians 
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inherit the devastated landscape. In Book 2 – The Earth Under The Martians the nar-
rator encounters Martians harvesting humans for nourishment and escapes to a barren 
West London where he finds the invaders dying from infections for which they have 
no resistance. In 1938 a radio broadcast of The War of the Worlds presented as a news 
bulletin led to widespread panic when listeners believed actual events were taking place.  
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Frankenstein; or, the Modern Prometheus

tiply and overwhelm Dr. Frankenstein, he is driven to avenge the dead and repair the 
damage, having gone too far beyond the jurisdictions of 19th century science. There’s 
terror here, worthy of Boris Karloff, and even more terror in Frankenstein’s consider-
ation of those forbidden things we keep to the side, safe, and locked away in the dark. 

The timeless classic Frankenstein was written by Mary 
Wollstonecraft Shelley, the wife of Romantic poet, Per-
cy Bysshe Shelley. Published anonymously in 1818, the 
novel is a strange and brilliant investigation into subjects 
deemed the forbidden knowledge of their time – creation, 
creativity, the nature of life, the life force, and the existence 
of the soul. Frankenstein is a doctor on a quest to discover 
the secret of life who steals bodies from graves to try to 
create life from the parts; instead, he creates a monster. It 
is Gothic and Romantic, full of dark wanderings, visions, 
death and destruction. As unintended consequences mul-
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The Machine Stops

The Machine Stops depicts a future world in which 
most of humanity has been driven from the earth’s 
surface and lives underground, each person in an iso-
lated standard room. All physical and spiritual needs 
are provided by an all-powerful Machine.  People 
spend their time communicating by means of vid-
eo conferencing and instant messaging. The story 
centers on two characters who live on opposite sides 
of the world: Vashti, a woman content with the sta-
tus quo, and her son, Kuno, a disenchanted rebel 
who has visited the surface and discovered others 
living outside the Machine, only to be recaptured 
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and threatened with expulsion and death through “Homelessness”. Technop-
oly, a kind of Machine worship religion, is re-established, and the life support 
needed to visit the outer world is abolished. The Mending Apparatus, which 
repairs the Machine, also fails. Since knowledge of how to repair the Machine 
has been lost, the situation continues to deteriorate until civilization collapses.  
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The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

The phrase “Jekyll and Hyde” has come to signify a 
person who displays opposing moral characters, de-
pending on the situation, often without warning or 
explanation. This originated in 1886 with The Strange 
Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.  Stevenson was fascinat-
ed with the interplay of good and evil, both of which 
exist in the heart and soul of each person. The story 
explores the dichotomy in the person of Dr. Jekyll, 
an upright member of the community, who is trans-
formed by the ingestion of a potion into the odious 
sociopath, Mr. Hyde. Allusions to the detrimental ef-
fect of toxic substances on one’s behavior cannot be 
ignored. However, Stevenson’s work explores a deeper 
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mystery as to how a human being can accommodate intention and conduct based 
in opposing moral camps. In this the novella is a cautionary tale to the notion 
of the perfectibility of man then popular in England at the height of its empire.
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Anthem

joins him. They settle in a house and spend their time reading books discovered 
in the library. They rediscover the word “I”, grapple with love, rename themselves 
Prometheus and Gaea, and make plans for a future in which individuality is re-
gained. Published in 1938, Anthem was re-released in 1946 after the spectacular 
success of The Fountainhead and has since sold more than 3.5 million copies. 

Anthem is set in a dystopian future in which totalitar-
ianism has imposed a strict order based on technolo-
gy and collectivism. The main character is Equality 
7-252, born with a “curse” that enables him to learn 
quickly and ask probing questions. He discovers a 
tunnel in a work area, a remnant from the Unmen-
tionable Times. He meets a peasant girl, Liberty 
5-3000, and falls for her. He rediscovers electricity 
and presents it to the World Council of Scholars. 
Horrified by its threat, they seek to destroy the inven-
tion. Equality flees to the Uncharted Forest. Liberty 
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The Iron Heel

The Iron Heel (1908) is considered the first modern 
dystopian novel.  Set in the distant future, the book is 
based on a fictional first person narrative of the rise of 
an oligarchic tyranny in the United States in the early 
twentieth century. The “Iron Heel” monopoly corpo-
rations have forced smaller businesses into bankruptcy 
and farmers and the middle class into poverty and serf-
dom. A privileged class of laborers in essential indus-
tries arises along with a military caste. It lasts for three 
centuries until overthrown by the “Revolution”. The 
“Everhard Manuscript” was written during the First Re-
volt and tells of Avis Everhards’s privileged childhood, 

her marriage to socialist revolutionary Ernest Everhard, the fall of the Iron Heel and 
years of underground resistance.  An introduction and footnotes by scholar Antho-
ny Meredith add depth. The Iron Heel was a forerunner of later soft science fiction 
novels and an important influence on George Orwell and Nineteen Eighty-Four.
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Looking Backward: 2000 - 1887

During the upheavals of the late 1800’s the notion of 
a better social order found expression in utopian nov-
els.  By far the most popular was Looking Backward: 
2000 – 1887, which gained enormous popularity in 
1888.  Julian West, a young Bostonian, enters a deep 
sleep in 1887 and awakens in the year 2000 to a radi-
cally changed world. He finds a guide who explains the 
rationale behind such realities as collective property, 
equal income distribution, fewer hours for harder jobs, 
retirement at age 45 and free food.  Certain innovations 
have occurred that we readily recognize: consumer co-
operatives, credit cards, and a “cable telephone”. Civil 
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litigation has all but disappeared and crime is treated as a primarily medical issue. 
The popularity of the book spawned a movement called “nationalism” and 162 
“Bellamy Clubs” organized to discuss and spread the ideas.  The book was the third 
largest best-seller of its time, surpassed only by Uncle Tom’s Cabin and Ben-Hur. 
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